Traverse County Commission
Truth in Taxation Meeting
December 16, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairman, Todd Johnson. Other Commissioners
present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Kevin Leininger. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

T. Johnson asked for comments from the public. Kevin Deal, had a question about his and a
family members personal property taxes and how they had changed from last year. K. Johnson
asked for him to stop up to the office another day to answer that question. He explained that
each parcels has its own story; it depends on how the parcels are linked together.

The preliminary level was set at a 5.25% increase over 2019, as of today the levy increase is
5.07% over 2019.

The Board reviewed the proposed budgets and questioned expenditures in the Human
Resources, Attorney, Assessor, and Janitorial and Plant budgets.

They discussed Veterans Services; the salaries for this department have historically been paid
50% out of the Solid Waste and 50% out of Veterans. Earlier this year the Board had agreed to
take 100% of the salaries out of the Veterans Services. If the salaries are paid 50/50, this would
lower our levy to 3.79%. The Board agreed to change the salaries for the Veterans office back
to 50% Veterans and 50% Solid Waste.

The Traverse County Fair had asked that the County change their contribution back to $15,000
for 2020, from $10,000 that they gave in 2019. The Board agreed to give the Fair $12,500 for
2020.

The Board will set the 2020 levy at the December 17, 2019, Board meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 6:37 pm.

Attested to by:

Lisa Zahl/County Coordinator Todd Johnson/Board Chair



