
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Truth in Taxation Meeting  

December 3, 2025 

The Truth in Taxation meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. 
Commissioners Dwight Nelson, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail were also present. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. Gail made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried 
4–0. 

Truth in Taxation 
Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson presented the proposed 2026 budget summary. Johnson noted that the 
Board had previously set the preliminary levy at a 9.99% increase over 2025; as of this meeting, the 
proposed levy increase stands at 6.39%. At Commissioner Schmidt’s request, Sheriff Wright reviewed 
the potential budget impacts if the County did not operate a jail. Wright explained that there would be 
no cost savings to Traverse County under that scenario. Members of the public provided comments and 
asked questions. Commissioners discussed the levy and budget considerations. The levy must be 
finalized by December 29, 2025. Upon a motion by Nelson, seconded by Schmidt, action on the 
certification of the 2026 budget was tabled until Tuesday, December 16, 2025. Motion carried 4–0. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
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___________________________   _____________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Board Chair 


