
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

December 1, 2020 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. This meeting is being conducted pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021, which 
allows a meeting be conducted by telephone or other electronic means during a health 
pandemic by the governor of the State of Minnesota in Minnesota Statute Chapter 12.  
Appearing personally are Mark Gail, Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Todd Johnson and Kevin 
Leininger.  Members of the public are appearing via Zoom. The agenda was unanimously 
approved upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson.            

 
Highway Department 

Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, and Brian Koch, Maintenance Supervisor appeared before the 
Board.  Gillespie gave the Board a department update.   
 

Upon a motion by Leininger and seconded by Monson the final payment for ½ of CSAH9 
graveling, to Wagner Company in the amount of $336.57 and the following resolution were 
approved unanimously:  
 

Board Resolution 
WHEREAS:  County project No CP 20-02 has in all things been completed and the County Board 
being fully advised in the premises. 
 

NOW THEN BE IT RESOLVED:  That we do hereby accept said completed project for and on 
behalf of the County of Traverse and authorize final payment as specified herein.   
 

Gillespie updated the Ditch Cleaning Permit as the Commissioner requested and is seeking 
approval.  The updated Ditch Cleaning Permit was approved unanimously upon a motion by 
Leininger and seconded by T. Johnson.   
 

General updates were discussed; the Highway Department is starting to work on items for 
crushing gravel next year and finalizing plans to submit into State Aid for review.  Questions 
from last meeting were answered; the window on the mower tractor was covered by insurance 
minus our deductible.  Our insurance carrier, MCIT, has not given us a follow up on the stolen 
mower; we will suggest moving forward with a settlement.   
     

Law Enforcement Center 
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board via Zoom with a department update.          
 

Sheriff Wright presented the November jail report to the Board, the usage at the jail was 
32.79% for the month.  This is down from previous months and Wright anticipates that they will 
continue to go down.  He explained that they are going to keep the jail at minimal numbers; 
there are a few employees out on leave along with having two part-time 
Communications/Corrections Officer positions vacant, there isn’t enough staff right now to 
have a full jail.   
  



 

 

 
Zoning Administrator 

Ben Oleson sent his portion via email:  Oleson explained that there was a public hearing at the 
last meeting for a variance, but since the Board of Adjustment makes the final decision on 
variances (not a recommendation to the County Board), there is no need for the County Board 
to do anything with it. 
  

On the issue of the DNR water appropriation permit for the large feedlot proposed in 
Dollymount Township, the Commission didn’t have a direct recommendation for comments to 
be made. They felt that through the results of the current groundwater tests the DNR is running 
and the EAW process, more information would come out and comments could be made as part 
of the EAW process. So the County Board can certainly make comments if they would like to the 
DNR now, but the Planning Commission didn’t have any recommendation for them. 
 

The Board doesn’t have any comments for the DNR at this time.   
 

Soil & Water Conservation District 
District Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.              
 

Gronfeld informed the Board that there were no new permit applications for the Subsurface 
Sewage Treatment System (SSTS) program.  There was one upgrade grant application received.  
They have received several calls from property owners with interest in grant 
opportunities.              
 

There were no new applications for the Wetland Conservation Act.   
 

There was one feedlot inspection completed in November.  The feedlot newsletter has been 
published.  The feedlot re-registration cycle is due in the spring of 2021, it is an online process.   
 

The Joint Powers Agreement and Administration Plan were handed out and the purpose is to 
renew previous agreement for 2021.  The budget was edited to reflect new grant allocations 
and current request.  The SWCD Board approved it on November 12, 2020. Upon a motion by T. 
Johnson and seconded by Salberg the Joint Powers Agreement and Administration Plan was 
approved unanimously.      
 

The One Watershed One Plan public hearings are ongoing, there is a virtual presentation also 
available.  A Resolution will be presented at the next Board meeting to approve the submittal of 
the Bois de Sioux – Mustinka comprehensive Watershed Management Plan.         
 

The USDA Service Center remains locked with business by appointment only.      
 

Horizon Public Health 
Ann Stehn, Administrator, Horizon Public Health, appeared via Zoom and gave a COVID 
overview for Horizon Public Health region including Traverse County.  Right now Minnesota is 
considered a hot spot in the United States.  South Dakota and North Dakota are both seeing a 
high death rate.  The testing rate in Traverse County is lower than the State level.  Traverse 
County is currently sitting at a 10% positivity rate; Horizon Public Health would like to see each 
County under 5%.  Traverse County cases per 1000 is 457, 16 currently active and under 



 

 

quarantine and there has been 1 death.  Public Health does do essential services for those on 
isolation or quarantine.  They continue to give the public, key messages and provide data to the 
community.  Horizon public health has resources on their website:  
www.horizonpublichealth.org or call 800.450.4177 or 320.763.6018 or call MDH helpline at 
651.297.1304 or 800.657.3504 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.     

 
Auditor/Treasurer 

Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer, appeared before the board for the 2021 budget discussion. 
 

We set our preliminary levy at 5.53% increase over 2020.  With the latest budget changes we 
are currently at a 4.44% increase over 2020. Our Fund Balance Policy follows the Minnesota 
State Auditors recommendations and they recommend one of two water marks.  One is 35% - 
50% of our annual revenues which we are $200,000 below the recommendation.  The other 
water mark is 5/12th of our annual expenditures and we are $900,000 below that mark.  The 
side walk for the Courthouse, Social Services and Law Enforcement  and the loan to the 
Traverse Care Center fund are not included in the 4.44% increase of 2020, these two things are 
approximately $300,000.  Leininger said to put those two things in the budget.  With these 
added the levy increase over 2020 is 5.3%.  K. Johnson received the property tax comparison for 
all 87 counties and Traverse County is the 3rd lowest in county tax rate.  Salberg is ready to 
make some cuts now.  Leininger asked Gillespie to go back and reconsider a change in the 
Highway Department equipment list budget of $345,000.  There was also discussion to cut Soil 
and Water approximately $30,000.  The final levy needs to be set by December 31, 2020.  The 
Truth in Taxation meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 10, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.     

 
County Coordinator 

A motion was made by T. Johnson to approve the November 17, 2020 Board minutes, second 
by Monson, and approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Salberg and second by Leininger, 
the following bills were approved unanimously:  
  
BOIS DE SIOUX WATERSHED DISTRICT   $291,333.41 

ELLINGSON PLUMBING, HTG & AC   $13,585.00 

EPANIC BUTTON, LLC   $2,000.00 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP   $2,361.00 

RILEY BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION, INC   $13,850.00 

TRAVERSE COUNTY SOIL & WATER SERV   $47,716.00 

CS DIESEL   $8,008.84 

HOUSTON ENGINEERING, INC   $7,154.50 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL   $6,449.03 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000 or less were 37, amounting to 
$15,748.97.   
 

Upon a motion by Salberg and seconded by T. Johnson, the updated Traverse County Phased 
Preparedness Plan was approved unanimously.  The Executive Committee met and decided that 
there was no need to move into a different phase at this time.  If the schools were to change to 
distance learning the committee will meet again and discuss.  Gail doesn’t believe that we are 
the same as the school and that we wouldn’t necessarily change anything even if the school 

http://www.horizonpublichealth.org/


 

 

were to go distance learning.  Leininger said that if masks, social distancing, and sneeze guards 
are supposed to work like they say, we shouldn’t have to close to appointment only. The 
comment was made that there are some people that don’t wear masks, the Commissioners 
were in agreement that anyone who walks into a County buildings needs to wear a mask and if 
they don’t they can do their business another way without coming into the County buildings.       
 

Today is the last day to spend and approve the CARES requests.  We did receive a pass through 
from the City of Wheaton in the amount of $52,348.38.  The CARES Committee met and 
approved the following amounts; $19,298.00 out of County Payroll; $112.00 out of County 
Response/Recovery for COVID related charges; $5,249.56 out of County Personal Protection 
Equipment; $63,233.73 out of County Operational Enhancement; for a total of $87,893.29.  
Leininger asked about spending the money on Surface Pros for the Commissioners, Lisa Zahl, 
County Coordinator, explained that the current ones are staring to have issues and they are 
over 5 years old.  The recommendation is to replace them.  Virtual meetings are increasing for 
so they are vital for the Commissioner to have.   Leininger said the CARES money is not free 
money; it is still tax payer money.  He also questioned the Command Center for $26,500.00.  
Lynn Siegel, Emergency Manager, explained that this can be used for a number of things for 
Public Health, Emergency Management and the Law Enforcement Center, including a mobile 
vaccine unit.  Upon a motion by T. Johnson and seconded by Salberg the CARES requests were 
approved on a 4 - 1 with Leininger opposed.  Traverse County will be sending a payment of 
CARES money back to the State of Minnesota for approximately $39,031.50.  The Board did 
receive a request for use of the money but since today is the last day to get payment out the 
request wouldn’t be able to be fulfilled by the due date.          
 

Gail adjourned the meeting at 10:24 a.m. 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Mark Gail, Board Chairman                


