Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
November 18, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners
present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. The agenda was approved unanimously upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt. There
were no conflicts of interest expressed. The November 4, 2025, Board minutes were unanimously
approved upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Metz.

Highway Department
Engineer Chad Gillespie appeared before the Board. Gillespie requested approval for the following
Resolution for LRIP Grant for MCSAH 4 and MCSAH 106 in Browns Valley, which was approved
unanimously upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Metz :

Traverse County Resolution
WHEREAS, SAP 078-604-026 is located on a Municipal County State Aid Highway 4 (MCSAH 4) and SAP
078-706-003 is located on a Municipal County State Aid Highway 106 (MCSAH 106).

WHEREAS, MCSAH 4 is a Major Collector that connects to Mn St Hwy 28 and MCSAH 106 also connects
to Mn St Hwy 28 as a local road.

WHEREAS, both routes serve as Routes of Reginal Significance providing Farm to Market activities,
connecting to regional tourist destinations, connects and provides congestion relief to Mn St Hwy 28,
and improves the economy of Traverse County and the City of Browns Valley.

WHEREAS, both projects have planned elements to eliminate hazards which will reduce traffic crashes,
deaths, injuries, and property damage.

WHEREAS, both routes connect or provide a benefit to the various local businesses, Large Farming Co-
Ops (Wheaton Dumont Co-Op and CHS), Emergency and City Services, and the Browns Valley School
District.

WHEREAS, Traverse County is dedicated to providing safer roadways for the traveling public whether it is
large farm equipment, school buses, emergency service vehicles, or general vehicle traffic.

WHEREAS, these projects are planned to be constructed in 2028 at a planning level construction cost
estimate of $2.06 million.

WHEREAS, Traverse County will be applying for $1.5 million in LRIP funding for eligible elements and
MCSAH Construction funds will cover any remaining costs.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Traverse County Board of Commissioners supports the Local
Road Improvement Program application for Grant Funds to improve these sections of road and agrees to
maintain such improvements.



Approved By:

Chair, County Board of Commissioners Date

Attest:

County Coordinator Date

Gillespie gave an update on the County Park project. And he discussed the site visits on the following
projects with State Aid Engineers: CSAH 15 was approved and completed, CSAH 9 was approved and
completed, MCSAH 102 in Dumont, which will be looked at when it is completed next year, and County
Park road will be looked at again when fully completed.

Zoning Administrator
Zoning Administrator Ben Oleson appeared before the Board to discuss an application for a Conditional
Use Permit. The application is requesting to add fill to a property in the Conservation District of Lake
Traverse. Approval requires a Conditional Use Permit to grade and fill within the Conservation
District/Army Corps’ Flowage Easement on Lake Traverse. The Planning Commission's recommendation
is to approve the Conditional Use Permit with conditions. There was a motion by Nelson and seconded
by Metz, which was rescinded so they could go over the findings of fact. Oleson went over the findings
of fact. Nelson made a motion to approve the conditional use permit with the conditions and the
findings of fact as were recommended by the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment, seconded by
Metz, and approved unanimously. Oleson gave his yearly report with activity from January 1 through
November 16, 2025.

Emergency Management/Solid Waste
Lynn Siegel, Emergency Manager/Solid Waste, appeared before the Board. She came to discuss the
Emergency Notification System. Currently, we have Code Red, which went down last week, and we are
still unable to use it. Our contract with Code Red ends on December 31, 2025. Siegel found another
company, Regroup. Code Red costs $9,500.00 a year, and Regroup’s quote is $8,000.00 for 3 years.
Jackson County in southern Minnesota currently uses it, and they had positive things to say about it.
Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Metz, the change to Regroup was approved unanimously.

Auditor/Treasurer
County Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson appeared before the Board to give a department update. The
election for the CGB and Wheaton Schools is completed. November 17 was the ag tax deadline. TNT
statements went out last week. The Tax Forfeiture sale is tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners'
room. The Budget Committee will meet with Department Heads on Friday and Monday to discuss each
Department's budget. Currently, we are at a 6.09% increase over 2025.

County Coordinator
Upon motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt, the following bills and a $45.00 donation from Ave
Maria were approved unanimously.

ALLONE HEALTH RESOURCES, INC. $4,993.50
COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY $5,564.57
CSU PRODUCER RESOURCES INC. $25,221.10
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES $9,090.60
GAZETTE PUBLISHING, INC. $7,462.30
HORMANN, MARK $2,200.00

MN STATE AUDITOR $32,615.00



MORRIS ELECTRONICS $2,180.97

PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH PROGRAMS $14,023.07
TRAVERSE CARE CENTER $3,160.00
USI CONSULTING GROUP $4,425.00
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CE $4,807.00
WHEATON EDA $2,000.00
FRONTIER PRECISION, INC. $2,600.50
LARSON OIL, INC. $10,449.50
PRSBYTERIAN FAMILY FOUNDATION $4,490.04
CEP $6,668.71
WESTERN PRAIRIE HUMAN SERVICES $155,825.12
DHS $5,660.13
TRAVERSE COUNTY $2,500.00
PLACEMENTS $26,707.29

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 59 in the amount of $27,434.89.

County Coordinator Lisa Zahl asked for approval for Policy #187 Key Card Policy, which was approved
unanimously upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Gail. Zahl also asked for approval of the Traverse
County Attorney’s Office Telecommuting Policy, which was approved upon a motion by Gail and
seconded by Metz. The Grant Agreement for the Natural Resources Block Grant was approved upon a
motion by Metz and seconded by Gail.

Public Comment Period
There were no public comments.

Committee Reports
Nelson attended the Western Prairie, Horizon Public Health performance meeting, Extension, Western
Prairie Technology, Western Prairie Personnel, and Planning Zoning. Schmidt attended Horizon Public
Health, Extension, Western Prairie Technology, Social Services Preplacement, and Planning and Zoning.

Olson adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Jerrel Olson, Chair



