
 

 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

November 4, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners 

present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Metz, the agenda was unanimously approved with the 

following additions: 2026 Morris Electronics Contract, Van Donation and Lease Agreement, and 

Extension Office Cameras.  There were no conflicts of interest expressed. The October 21, 2025, regular 

meeting minutes were unanimously approved, with a motion by Nelson and a second by Metz.    

Highway 
County Engineer Chad Gillespie and Highway Maintenance Supervisor Brian Koch appeared before the 
Board.  Gillespie gave a County Park update.  Gillespie informed the Board that he applied for a State 
Park Road Account Grant in the amount of $375,556.50 for County Road 40 (Halls Drive).  The bridge 
grant funding ended on October 24.      

 
Law Enforcement 

Sheriff Trevor Wright was unable to appear due to a prior commitment.                            
                          

Soil and Water Conservation District 
District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.  

County program updates were provided. There was one SSTS Permit applications received. Septic 

Upgrade Grant, one project completed and paid, one project expected to be completed in November.  

Comprehensive Watershed Management updates were given for the Bois de Sioux-Mustinka and Upper 

Minnesota River Plans.  Soil and Water Conservation District updates were given: construction of 32 

lined waterway outlets completed, dormant seeding, and tree removal.  State and Federal Soil Health 

Grants are available for cover crops, strip-till, no-till, and other practices.  CRP incentives update: 

contract processing is underway.  Upon a motion by Metz and a second by Nelson, the Joint Powers 

Agreement between Traverse County and the Soil and Water Conservation District was approved 

unanimously.              

County Coordinator 
Upon motion by Schmidt and a second from Nelson, the following bills were approved unanimously. 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ECPN 
HOMETOWN PLANNING 

$7,141.10 
$3,092.50 

MINNESOTA UI FUND 
TRUE NORTH SURVEYS, PA 
CONTECH ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS, LLC 
TRI COUNTY COOP OIL ASSOC 
MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SERV 
 

$4,588.46 
$31,000.00 
$7,596.00 
$5,037.43 
$17,212.51 
 

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 24 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $7,949.33. 
   

The following resolution was unanimously approved upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by 
Nelson: 
 

Resolution No. 25-20 
Urging Repeal of Minnesota's Moratorium on Nuclear Energy Production 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, while national, state, and regional electrical demand has been historically stable or declining, 
recent trends in electrification, economic development, and technology demand have resulted in 
projected increase in electrical power needs; and 
 
WHEREAS, reliance on carbon free-based energy production continues to increase and dependence on 
traditional fossil fuel-based energy production continues to decrease, despite significant concern over 
reliable baseline and peak demand energy; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2023, Minnesota’s Renewable Energy Standard statute was amended to include adding a 
carbon-free standard that requires electric utilities to provide 100% carbon-free electricity by 2040, 
leading the nation with such an ambitious goal; and 
 
WHEREAS; nuclear energy is uniquely positioned to address America’s energy challenges through 
generation of carbon-free electricity, with a record of over 70 years of safe operation and storage - all 
with significant federal and state oversight; and 
 
WHEREAS, nuclear energy already generates roughly half of Minnesota’s current carbon-free electricity, 
with nuclear plants safely operating in Minnesota for over 50 years, providing decades of carbon-free 
affordable electricity for families and businesses; and 
 
WHEREAS, a new generation of advanced nuclear technology offers enhanced safety features, flexibility 
in siting, and a smaller footprint, making them ideal for future energy needs; and 
 
WHEREAS, thirty-three nations have now pledged to triple nuclear power by 2050, with America leading 
the charge, all while Minnesota – with a world-class engineering talent and manufacturing base - is the 
only state with an outright moratorium on all new nuclear reactor construction; and  
 
WHEREAS, lifting this 30-year-old moratorium is the first step in securing the affordable, clean, and 
reliable energy Minnesotans needs, especially as the state undertakes its energy transition to meet the 
100% carbon-free electricity goals while ensuring reliable baseload power; and 
 
WHEREAS, under the umbrella of the Minnesota Nuclear Energy Alliance (MNEA), a diverse coalition of 
Minnesota governments, businesses, utilities, labor unions, and environmental advocates is calling on 
state lawmakers to lift Minnesota’s 30-year-old moratorium on new nuclear power development. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Traverse County Board of Commissioners does hereby act 
to join the Minnesota Nuclear Energy Alliance (MNEA) and actively support the repeal of Minnesota’s 
moratorium on nuclear energy production to ensure safe, clean, and reliable baseload energy for all 
Minnesotans, especially as the State advances its 2040 goal for 100% carbon-free electricity generation. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, the Traverse County Board of Commissioners urges the Minnesota 
Governor, State Legislature, and regulatory agencies to accelerate soonest reconsideration of the 
Minnesota moratorium, cognizant of advancements in available technology, increasing demand for 
reliable electrical power, and actions being taken by other states to located and support new nuclear 
power generation facilities.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Traverse  County Board of Commissioners respects Minnesota’s 
Native American Community concerns regarding siting and operation of nuclear power facilities, and the 
safe storage of waste materials, and welcomes earnest consideration of Sherburne County for siting of 
such new nuclear power generation facility.   



 

 

 
Adopted by the Traverse County Board of Commissioners on this 4th day of November, 2025. 
 
By and on behalf of the Traverse County Board of Commissioners:  
 
_____________________________________________  
Jerrel Olson, Chair, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  
 
_____________________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator 
 
The 2026 Morris Electronics contract was approved unanimously upon a motion by Nelson and 
seconded by Gail.  Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt, the donation of a van by Roger 
Schmidt for use at the Traverse Care Center was unanimously approved. Upon a motion by Gail and 
seconded by Schmidt, the lease agreement between Traverse County and Minnewaska for the use of 
the van, pending the County Attorney’s review, was approved unanimously.   County Coordinator Lisa 
Zahl was made aware of a security concern at the Extension Office.  Because of this concern, Zahl asked 
for approval to purchase an inside and outside camera for $139.99 and a one-year subscription for 
$99.00. This purchase was approved unanimously upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Nelson.  
Schmidt made a motion to close the meeting to discuss the possible purchase of parcel #23-0810000 as 
per Minnesota Statute 13D.05, subdivision 3 (c), seconded by Metz and approved unanimously.   Upon a 
motion by Gail and seconded by Metz, the meeting was reopened.  The result of the closed session was 
for Zahl to look into the cost of a feasibility study.      

 
Public Comment Period 

There were no public comments.          
 

Commissioner Committee Reports 
Nelson attended the Western Prairie Executive Committee and Personnel Committee, Building 
Committee and the AMC District 4 meeting.  Schmidt attended the AMC impact to SNAP and the U of M 
Extension Meeting.         
         
 
Olson adjourned the meeting at 10:17 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Chair 


