Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
September 18, 2018

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Commission Chair Kevin Leininger. Other
commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Todd Johnson. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Upon a motion by Monson and second by Gail, the agenda
was approved unanimously with the following additions: Browns Valley Historical Society and
updated Procurement Policy approval.

Viking Library System
Gerri Moeller, Director, Viking Library System appeared before the Board along with Jacqueline
Peeples, Wheaton Librarian and Bernice Piechowski, Browns Valley Librarian. Moeller
discussed the 2017 Annual Report, they serve 11 member libraries and six counties in west
central Minnesota. Moeller also went over the 2019 funding request of $34,801 which is a 3%
increase over last year.

Highway Department
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, presented the department update. CASH project #5 is
complete. The culvert replacements should start soon on ditch 23 along 14. The online auction
of the County equipment will be held September 25 through October 4. Gillespie will get an
article to the Gazette which will include a link to where the auction can be found.

Koch gave a maintenance update, they started mowing down the trees on the state aid roads.
They are continuing to gravel on 62 and they should be done this week.

Auditor/Treasurer
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer gave a department update. The election is moving right along,
we received our ballots yesterday and absentee voting starts Friday. Mailed ballots will be sent
out Friday, October 5, 2018.

There was a motion by Salberg, seconded by Monson and approved unanimously to approve

the professional service agreement between TriMin systems Inc. and the Minnesota Counties
Computer Cooperative (MnCCC) for maintenance and support of the County’s IFS system for

2019.

An expedited tax forfeiture has been started on a parcel in Wheaton, once that is completed K.
Johnson will get a list of tax forfeited properties to the Board and then the sale date can be set.

The preliminary levy needs to be set, T. Johnson would like to restore the historical society
funding of $5,000.00 for BV and $5000.00 for Wheaton and he would also like to increase the
Traverse County Fair funding up $5,000.00 to get it back to $15,000.00. Monson would like to
know if the Historical Society really needs the money. There were members of the Browns
Valley Historical Society at the meeting. Mary Hansen handed out the profit and loss from
2017. Mary thanked the Board for the donation in the past; they have used the money to
restore different historical sites in Browns Valley. There was a motion by Monson, seconded by



T. Johnson and approved unanimously to put the $5,000.00 back into the preliminary levy for
the Browns Valley Historical Society. Salberg would like to put $250,000 into the building fund.
K. Johnson informed the Board that this would put the levy at $5,838,910.78 for 2019, a 12.06%
increase over 2018. There was a motion by Salberg to set this as the preliminary levy for 2019,
seconded by Gail and approved unanimously. T.Johnson would like to see the Board reach out
to the State to put the county state aid back to 20 — 25% of what the levy is.

The Board set the Truth in Taxation meeting for Wednesday, December 12, 2018, at 6:15 p.m.

The Department of Revenue has a property tax comparison tool on line. The information is
from 2016, and Traverse County has the lowest average tax rate of the 5 surrounding counties
and the second lowest average tax rate in the State of Minnesota.

County Coordinator
A motion was made by T. Johnson to approve the September 4, 2018 and September 7, 2018,
minutes with a second by Gail with unanimous approval. Upon a motion by Salberg and second
by Monson, the following bills were approved unanimously:

CARDMEMBER SERVICE $3,136.53
ELLINGSON PLUMBING, HTG & AC $2,234.96
MARK SAND & GRAVEL DAKOTA CO $3,167.59
MN STATE AUDITOR $18,974.33
TRAVERSE COUNTY SOIL & WATER SERV $58,293.00
TRI COUNTY COOP $26,728.59
WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL LEASING $16,102.29
ZIEGLER, INC. $2,298.77
ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC $8,000.00

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 74, amounting to
$27,762.47.

Mary Fox resigned from the Housing and Redevelopment Authority (H.R.A) Board, she
represented District 2. Monson would like to appoint Leininger to replace her until someone
offers to take the spot. Leininger would like to advertise the three positions, District 2, 4 and 5
in the paper, the Board agreed.

The 2019 Sr. Gold and Rx renewal for retirees over the age of 65 was received, the increase was
$42.50 per month per member. This is still under what the County currently pays for active
employees. Unanimous approval was given to renew the current plan upon a motion by
Monson and seconded by Gail.

The 2019 SSTS program grant agreement was approved unanimously upon a motion by T.
Johnson and seconded by Salberg.

Upon a motion by Monson and seconded by T. Johnson the Board unanimously approved the
Memorandum of Agreement with the Highway Employees Council to change the work schedule
of the Accountant position to be the same as the other employees at the Highway.



Public tours of the courthouse will be available to the public September 24 through September
28,2018, at 2:00 p.m. If anyone would like other dates and times they can contact Shawn and

set up an appointment. Engan will be available October 1 — 3, 2018, for public meetings, there
will be two meetings set up, one in Browns Valley and one in Wheaton each at 7:00 p.m. Siegel
will contact the schools to see what dates will work.

Upon a motion by Monson and seconded by Gail the Procurement Policy was updated with the
additional wording suggested by the Minnesota State Auditors and approved unanimously.

Leininger adjourned the meeting at 10:43 a.m.

Lisa Siegel, County Coordinator Kevin Leininger, Board Chairman



