Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
September 16, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners
present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. The agenda was approved unanimously, upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Nelson. There
were no conflicts of interest expressed. The September 2, 2025, Board minutes were unanimously
approved, with a minor correction, upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt.

Highway Department
Engineer Chad Gillespie and Maintenance Supervisor Brian Koch appeared before the Board. Gillespie
informed the Board that the Bridge Bonding Grant was secured for the replacement of 3 bridge
replacements (box culverts) on CSAH 6 west of Dumont. Gillespie submitted an FLAP (Federal Lands
Access Program) application for CSAH 2 to add gravel and use road stabilizer DUSTEX. Gillespie
discussed the motor grader warranty. He also went over the updated budget. Gillespie informed the
Board that the auction proceeds were $24,368.40. Gillespie gave updates on the following: CSAH 9,
CSAH 15, Dumont, the County Park, and the Federal County-wide edge striping. Gillespie asked for
approval to do a trial on a motor grader rake attachment. The cost would be $4,850.00, and he could
use the auction proceeds towards this purchase. There was discussion, and it was decided to table this
until a future meeting. There was a second meeting with State HSEM, which included 9 County sites and
13 Township sites.

Auditor/Treasurer
County Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson appeared before the Board to give a department update. Our GIS
license price went from $3,200.00 to $7,200.00. The old subscription type is no longer available, so we
need to go with the newer subscription, which is more expensive. The Audit Management
Representation Letter was brought forward for Board signature. We received payments of $49,600.000
and $48,519.00 from Fish and Wildlife; this payment gets broken down by the taxing authority. Johnson
gave an update on elections, the equipment has been tested, and will be open for absentee voting for
the District 803 election starting this Friday. The levy increase currently sits at a 16.94% increase over
2025. The final levy needs to be set by December 29. If we use $515,000.00 of fund balance, we would
be at 2 9.99% increase over 2025. This is our last year to bond for the Jail, which is just under
$200,000.00. Nelson made a motion to set the preliminary levy at $8,154,276.16, which is a 9.99%
increase over 2025, seconded by Metz, with discussion to follow. The motion passed 4-1 with Schmidt
opposed. The Truth in Taxation meeting date was set for December 3, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Department of Natural Resources
Erik Anthonisen, District Supervisor for Ecological and Water Resources Division, and Kerry Ross,
Regional Planner, appeared before the Board. And Ben Bergey, NW Regional Director, Minnesota DNR
appeared via Zoom to give a yearly update. In 2025, the DNR made a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) in
the amount of $21,496.15. State Land that is managed by the DNR is 375,292 acres; 0.3% of the county
land base. Successes include completing a 490-acre tree removal and brush mowing project at Hunter's
Paradise Wildlife Management Area. A wetland restoration project is planned for 2026 to enhance
habitat for wetland wildlife and provide additional water storage capacity. They are collaborating with
Traverse County to upgrade the public water access at Lake Traverse, including relocating a picnic
shelter, construction of a paved parking area with 20-vehicle trailer stalls, stormwater controls, and an
aquatic invasive species management area using Get Out MORE funding. Lake Traverse has maintained
an outstanding Walleye population for many years; the lake is co-managed with South Dakota Game,
Fish, and Parks. The DNR plans to update the Public Water Inventory over the next 8 years. The DNR is



working with Riverview Dairy to ensure sustainable water use at existing and proposed sites in Traverse

County and other sites in proximity.

County Attorney

County Attorney Matt Franzese appeared before the Board and Zoning Administrator Ben Oleson
appeared via Zoom to discuss the Cannabis Zoning Ordinance. They are working with the Planning
Commission on a Cannabis Manufacturing Ordinance, they will be having a special meeting on
September 29, 2025 to discuss this further. They will be seeing updates to the Cannabis Retail

Ordinance in the near future.

County Coordinator

Upon motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt, the following bills and a $45.00 donation from Ave

Maria were approved unanimously.

ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCARE, INC. $5,510.08
ANOKA COUNTY TREASURY OFFICE $2,000.00
COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY $5,564.57
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES $5,066.81
ESRI $7,201.00
HORMANN, MARK $2,200.00
IND. SCHOOL DIST. #801 $10,348.00
POWERS/AMANDA B. $2,000.00
PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH PROGRAMS $14,023.07
VALLEY OFFICE PRODUCTS, INC. $4,286.32
WHEATON EDA $2,000.00
CONTECH ENGINEERED SOLUTION, LLC $2,650.00
DETCO $6,405.75
LARSON OIL, INC $32,428.25
TRI COUNTY COOP OIL ASSOC $3,464.11
TWIN VALLEY TIRE OF WHEATON, INC $6,553.28
ZIEGLER, INC. $5,884.26
DHS $5,631.67
DSI $2,752.15
MN STATE AUDITOR $2,111.00
TC AUDITOR $2,500.00
MSOP $126,704.80
CEP $6,781.66
TC COLLABORATIVE $5,763.00
PLACEMENTS $16,495.93

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 61 in the amount of $23,222.39.

Matt Smith is interested in being reappointed for another term. Upon a motion by Gail and a second by
Nelson, they unanimously reappointed Matt Smith to the H.R.A. Board. Upon a motion by Nelson and
seconded by Gail, the Memorandum of Agreements with all three unions for the changes to the county-
paid short and long-term disability were approved unanimously. We received our health insurance
renewal back, along with the RFP’s. The Insurance Committee has recommended moving forward with
PEIP’s 9.9% increase over MHC's 18.4% increase. The unions will still need to approve this change for it
to move forward. The Board unanimously approved the change to PEIP if the unions also approve the
change, upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Metz.



Public Comment Period
There were no public comments.

Committee Reports
Nelson attended the Planning and Zoning, Soil & Water, and Horizon Public Health, the AMC policy
Conference and NACO at Western Prairie. Schmidt attended the Social Services Pre-Placement, Western
Prairie Technology Committee, Western Prairie Board Meeting, Horizon Public Health, the Audit Exit
Meeting, MRC, and Planning and Zoning Committee.

Olson adjourned the meeting at 11:17 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Jerrel Olson, Chair



