
 

 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

September 2, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners 

present were Chad Metz, and Kayla Schmidt. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Upon a motion by 

Schmidt and seconded by Metz, the agenda was unanimously approved with the following addition: 

Letter from the City of Browns Valley regarding tax forfeited property. There were no conflicts of 

interest expressed. The August 19, 2025, regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved, with a 

motion by Metz and a second by Schmidt.    

Attorney  
County Attorney Matt Franzese appeared before the Board.  He came to discuss the Manufacturing 
Ordinance regarding cannabis. There is currently a pending application in Tara Township for the 
manufacturing of cannabis.  The Planning and Zoning Board is working on putting an ordinance together 
for the Board's review.  Franzese also touched on Elected Officials and Paid Family Medical Leave.  The 
PFML law doesn’t eliminate elected officials from participating in paying premiums for PFML; however, 
they wouldn’t be allowed to request leave for this purpose.  Franzese said he is looking into this further, 
and when he has more information, he will bring it to the Board.  Traverse County received a letter from 
the City of Browns Valley regarding a tax forfeited property that the State owns, and the County is 
responsible for the upkeep.  The building's current condition goes against the City of Browns Valley 
ordinance.  Franzese said that the City of Browns Valley has hired an outside attorney for this issue, and 
Franzese suggested we do the same due to the conflict of interest he has between the City and the 
County.   
 

Gail joined the meeting at 9:07 a.m. 
 

Highway 
County Engineer Chad Gillespie and Highway Maintenance Supervisor Brian Koch appeared before the 
Board.  Gillespie asked the Board for approval to update the Nuisance Beaver Policy to increase the 
payment to $100.00. Metz made the motion, seconded by Schmidt, and approved unanimously.  
Information items were given on the following:  CSAH 9, CSAH 15, Dumont, County Park, County Wide 
Federal Edge Striping (District Wide) and the City of Wheaton LRIP Project was delayed until next year 
because of the weather. Gillespie gave an update on the 2025 Summer Flood.  Gillespie discussed the 
information on the motor grader that they would like to purchase in 2026; the decision needs to be 
made before October 31, 2025.  The one that needs replacement is a 2007 model, and the warranty 
ends June 6, 2026.   

Viking Library Systems  
Erin Smith, Viking Library Director, appeared before the Board with the 2024 Annual Report and the 
2026 budget request.  Viking Library Systems supports 11-member libraries and provides direct services 
through the bookmobile and outreach efforts to rural residents and specific communities in six counties:  
Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Pope, Stevens, and Traverse.  Through regional outreach services to childcare 
centers and group homes, there have been 9,730 items circulated.  The funding for the Library is shared 
among member counties, the state, and the member libraries.  Smith gave some highlights in 2024 and 
informed the Board that they are celebrating 50 years this year. Jacquie Peeples, Wheaton Community 
Library Director, gave an update on the Wheaton Library, and Bernice Piechowski gave an update on the 
Browns Valley Library.  The Viking Library System is requesting a 1% funding increase for 2026. The 
amount of the request is $37,667.00.         
                                      

 
 



 

 

Law Enforcement 
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board with a department update.  Wright asked for 
clarification on purchasing squad vehicles versus leasing.  The Commissioners asked for a list of leased 
vehicle end dates.  The Commissioners' consensus was to purchase them rather than lease them.  
Wright gave a Jail Task Force discussion update.  Wright had correspondence with the State for boarding 
fees in District 3, which is gaining more traction towards increasing the fees.  Wright did a mock budget 
for the Commissioners, taking into consideration if we didn’t accept out-of-county inmates.  Wright just 
brought the jail budget that shows there would be an increase because we wouldn’t have the revenues 
from the out-of-county inmates. Wright put the full budget together and invited the Commissioners to 
review the numbers and have a discussion with him regarding this.                    

 
Soil and Water Conservation District 

District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.  

County program updates were provided. There were three new SSTS Permit applications received, and 

Septic Upgrade Grant funds have all been allocated.  Wetland Conservation Act notice of application has 

been processed for a no-loss decision for temporary impacts resulting from a fiber optic line installation.  

Comprehensive Watershed Management updates were given for the Bois de Sioux-Mustinka and Upper 

Minnesota River Plans.  Soil and Water Conservation District updates were given: they are hopeful to 

begin construction of lined waterway outlets.  State and Federal Soil Health Grants are available for 

cover crops, strip-till, no-till and other practices.        

Veterans Services  
Veterans Services Officer Jeremy Sharp appeared before the Board with a department update.  In 2025, 
Traverse County has served over 300 veterans, including surviving spouses.  They have added 8 new 
veterans since the beginning of 2025.  Traverse County veterans have received approximately 
$46,205.00 in State funding and $1,687,383.37 in Federal funding.  Sharp will have office hours in 
Traverse County on Tuesday, Thursday, and every other Friday.        
 

Social Services  
Social Services Director Stacy Hennen and Shelly Staebler, Financial Assistance Supervisor, appeared 
before the Board, and Tracy Bowman, Fiscal Manager, Western Prairie, appeared via Zoom to go over 
the Social Services budget for 2026.  Hennen explained the formula used for Traverse to join Pope and 
Grant in Western Prairie. The three things that are included in the formula are population, tax base, and 
SEGAR, which is the expenses for the Social Services programs in the past 3 years.  Traverse has a high 
population of out-of-home placements and Minnesota Sex Offender Programs.  The increase in Social 
Services for 2026 is 18%.  Some of the things that are included in this increase are the State and Federal 
cuts, staffing, administrative, and the buy-in to join Western Prairie.  
 

 Wheaton Area Schools  
Wheaton Area School Superintendent Marty Lanter appeared before the Board to give information on 
the Wheaton Area Schools referendum. Lanter explained that lower enrollment, along with the cost of 
inflation, and decreased state funding, has put a strain on the district’s budget.  Even after reducing the 
operation budget by $300,000.00 for 2026, the district faces a fund budget deficit.  It is projected in the 
next two years, without additional funding, the district will be in statutory operating debt.  If both 
questions were to pass, it would provide $718,000.00 of additional revenue annually to be used to 
provide future stabilization of the district’s operational budget.  If the referendum questions do not pass 
the next round of expenditure reductions for fiscal year 2027 and thereafter will reshape Wheaton’s 
educational program offering and services.  There will be two community meetings to discuss the 
referendum on September 17 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wheaton High School Auditorium and the second 
meeting will be scheduled for the first part of October.          



 

 

                   
County Coordinator 

Upon motion by Schmidt and a second from Metz, the following bills were approved unanimously. 

BAKER TILLY MUNICIPAL ADVISORS, LLC  
HOMETOWN PLANNING 

$2,100.00 
$3,099.50 

PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH PROGRAMS 
TRITECH SOFTWARE SYSTEMS (CENTRALSQUARE) 
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CE 
BOIS DE SIOUX WATERSHED DISTRICT 
COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION  
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL 
MORRIS SEALCOAT 
MURPHY/GERALD 
MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SERV 

$3,600.00 
$2,109.04 
$15,409.00 
$21,282.50 
$7,995.86 
$2,130.00 
$21,618.17 
$58,846.01 
$17,137.96 
 

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 39 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $14,629.59. 
   
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator, reminded the Commissioners of the AMC Annual Conference in 
December and asked if they would like her to register them, to let her know.  Kit Johnson asked about 
the City of Browns Valley letter regarding the tax forfeited property.  There was a consensus for Johnson 
to get bids to tear it down to see the cost.  If they aren’t going to tear it down, they agreed to advertise 
for the sale of the property.                                     

 
Public Comment Period 

The question was asked if it would be quicker to increase our regional jail rates rather than going 
through the State.  The Commissioners explained that we need to do it State wide otherwise the 
counties that are close to us but in a different region would charge less and we would lose out of county 
inmates to those counties.        
 

Commissioner Committee Reports 
Schmidt attended the TCC/PVP, budget meeting, Metz attended the WesternPrairie Finance committee 
meeting.     
         
 
Olson adjourned the meeting at 10:48 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Chair 


