
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

August 20, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Commission Chair Todd Johnson. Other 
commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Kevin Leininger.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg, the 
agenda was approved unanimously with the following additions:  concrete questions.                                  
 

Probation 
Anthony Frisch, Probation Officer, appeared before the Board.  Stevens County Attorney Aaron 
Jordan is working on the new Joint Powers Agreement for the 5 County Probation Office.  Frisch 
would like to form a County Corrections Board, this Board would meet two to three time per 
year after the initial set up, they would approve the joint powers agreement and set salaries 
among other things.  A Commissioner from each of the 5 counties and 2 judges would be a part 
of this Board.  Upon a motion by Leininger and second by Monson, Salberg was unanimously 
appointed to sit on the County Corrections Board.                    
  

Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment Appointment 
We did not receive any interest.  The Board will try to find someone to fill the position. 

 
Highway Department 

Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, and Brian Koch, Maintenance Supervisor, appeared before the 
Board.   
 

Graveling CSAH 19 by Tinta will be done late summer/early fall.  The 2 mile stretch by the Dairy 
will be paid 50% by the County and 50% by the Dairy.         
 

The contractor on CSAH 5 project got delayed, they started to reclaim on Monday, August 18, 
2019.     
 

Contractor on Co Rd 76 Bridge poured east pier on Wednesday, August 14, 2019.   
 

Koch explained that from the date we order a new truck to the time we will receive it is a year 
or longer.  If we order right now we wouldn’t get it until September 2020.  Leininger made a 
motion to order the new truck, seconded by Monson and approved unanimously.     
 

Law Enforcement Department 
Sheriff, Trevor Wright, appeared before the Board to discuss the DNR Boat and Water Grant of 
$1,663.00.  The grant is used for gas and maintenance of the boats.  Upon a motion by 
Leininger and second by Salberg the following resolution was approved unanimously: 
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A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2019 STATE OF MINNESOTA ANNUAL COUNTY BOAT AND WATER SAFETY GRANT 

 
             



 

 

A regular Traverse County Board of Commissioner meeting was held on August 20, 2019, at 202 8
th

 Street North, 
Wheaton, MN. 
 

Commissioners present included Board Chair Todd Johnson and other commissioners:  Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, 
Mark Gail and Kevin Leininger. 
 

Upon a motion by Leininger and second by Salberg, the following resolution was approved unanimously: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Traverse County Board of Commissioners hereby approved and 
adopts the Traverse County Boat and Water Safety Grant from the State of Minnesota, in the amount of $1,663.00. 
 

Attested to by: 
 
 
________________________________________   _____________________ 
Lisa Zahl/Traverse County Coordinator    Date 
 

 
Zoning  

Ben Oleson, Zoning Administrator, appeared by phone.  He went over the application for the 
conditional use permit for bulk storage (over 2,500 gallons) of liquid fuel, this request is related 
to the installation of a 60,000 gallon above-ground propane tank for farm use and occasional 
bulk sale and excess propane submitted by Tru Ag.  The Planning Commission/Board of 
Adjustment, upon a unanimous vote (3-0) has recommended approval of the requested 
conditional use permit with two condition.  Monson made a motion to approve the conditional 
use permit with the conditions and the findings of facts as were recommended by the Planning 
Commission/Board of Adjustment, second by Gail and approved unanimously.     
 
 

Auditor/Treasurer 
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer gave a department update.  
 

In 2017 we applied for a $500,000 USDA loan to do improvements at the Care Center with half 
being paid by the County and the other half by the Traverse Care Center.  The two projects that 
were completed were the shingling of the roof of Prairieview Place and the parking lot of the 
Care Center patched.  The other projects were put off due to the financial issues with the 
Traverse Care Center.  The REA reached out to K. Johnson to see if we are still interested in this 
loan.  In order to receive the loan we needed to have the work completed first.  The Board 
asked that K. Johnson to reach out to the Care Center to find out what their thoughts are and 
have them bring the information to the Board on September 17, 2019 when they do their 
quarterly report.         
 

County Coordinator 
A motion was made by Monson to approve the August 6, 2019, Board minutes, second by 
Salberg, the minutes were approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Monson and second by 
Gail, the following bills were approved unanimously: 

ANDERSON LAW OFFICE, PA   $3,502.50 

CARDMEMBER SERVICE   $3,478.62 

COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY   $4,696.38 

HORIZON PUBLIC HEALTH   $6,226.50 

HORMANN/MARK   $2,000.00 



 

 

MORRIS ELECTRONICS   $3,241.00 

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA   $2,945.50 

WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CTR   $2,715.00 

WEX BANK   $2,691.43 

WHEATON-DUMONT ELEVATOR   $2,752.76 

CT SIBSON GRAVEL & CRUSHING INC.   $17,901.11 

GOODHART EXCAVATING, INC.   $14,412.12 

LARSON OIL, INC   $15,464.40 

MARK SAND & GRAVEL DAKOTA CO   $4,381.34 

TRUE NORTH STEEL   $10,692.68 

WALLWORK TRUCK CENTER   $3,012.80 

WHALEY EXCAVATING, INC.   $21,495.00 

ZIEGLER, INC.   $13,065.95 

 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 64, amounting to 
$24,195.91.   
 

Budget discussion was held.       
 

Leininger received a quote for $9,300 from Whaleys for the concrete in front of Social Services.  
Leininger mentioned that the parking lot also needs to be done plus the concrete by the 
Sheriff’s office and by the courthouse, where do you start and end.  The Board was in 
consensus that they should do all the concrete in 2020.     
 
 

T. Johnson adjourned the meeting at 10:24 a.m. 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Todd Johnson, Board Chairman         


