
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

August 15, 2017 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commission Chair, Kevin Leininger. Other commissioners 
present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Todd Johnson. The pledge was 
recited. Upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg, the agenda was approved 
unanimously with the following amendments:  re-state approval for the subrecipient policy, 
Brenda Reed is seeking plat approval, and LSS of Traverse, LLC will be merging into its sole 
member Legacy Senior Services.  
 
Larry Haukos/Highway Engineer- The generator is not repairable so it will be put up for sale 
along with gravel pups, one way plows and truck that have been replaced this fall.  Haukos will 
be meeting with Biss next week to resolve the Wendell Pit gravel issue.  SAP 078-603-006 
Bituminous Overlay CSAH 3 project still needs to be seal coated and stripped this will be done 
along with SAP 078-700-008; Mill and Bituminous Overlay on MCSAH 100.  This project was to 
begin on August 7, but the concrete contractor was delayed by weather, work is now scheduled 
to begin the week of August 21.  Bridge replacement plans on CR 76 are complete, but waiting 
for status of funding, which are expected to be available in 2018.  Upon a motion by T. Johnson 
and second by Monson, unanimous approval to contract with Serocki Excavating Inc. to mill and 
overlay a portion of MCSAH 106 (Broadway) between TH 28 and the bridge in Browns Valley.  
Estimated quantity is 161 ton of bituminous and 250 ft. of milling, with an estimated cost of 
$24,712.64.   The dairy is going to pay the expenses for us to apply chloride for dust control ½ 
mile each way in front of the dairy.  Haukos had a request from a resident of the county for a 
substantial amount of crushed concrete. The Board agreed that the resident should check with 
other companies who sell it.     
 
Skyler Siegel/4-H Summer Intern – Siegel gave an update regarding his work this summer with 
the 4-H program.  He has been working with the youth doing the Summer Adventure program, 
the Farmer’s Market, and the Rabbit Clinic.  4-H also partnered with the 21st Century Grant 
working on different projects throughout the summer.   
 
Kit Johnson/Auditor/Treasurer- The tax forfeiture property at 603 2nd Ave N in Wheaton was 
sold.  That leaves one bare lot in Tintah and two bare lots in Browns Valley left from the last tax 
sale.  The next tax sale is projected to be late fall, early winter.   We have agreed to pay 
$100,000 in 2017 towards improvements to the Traverse Care Center.  The Board agreed for K. 
Johnson to pay the contractors directly as long as it is within the $100,000.  The paving of the 
Traverse Care Center parking lot will be done when 2nd Ave S is paved; this project is going to 
start the week of August 21st.  The company that plans to do the roof will be meeting with 
Calista and K. Johnson at the Care Center on Friday.  The Board agreed that K. Johnson would 
be the main contact for these two projects and contact the building committee if issues arise.   
CGB and Browns Valley are both having a referendum and a school board election this year.  K. 
Johnson distributed a preliminary draft budget for 2018.  We are at a 10.7% increase from last 
year.  The preliminary budgets need to be approved by September 30, 2017.  Monson would 



 

 

like the County to go out on bids with the local county   suppliers for our propane this year; K. 
Johnson will line this up and get back to the board.       
 
Chairman Leininger left the meeting early and passed the meeting over to Vice-Chairman 
Salberg.  
 
Tom McSparron and Greg Wagner/West Central Initiative -  McSparron and Wagner reported 
an annual update to the Board.  Their focus is the creation and retention of quality jobs, 
community development, technology and programs for young children.      
 
Bruce Johnson/Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning – They have been working on the buffer 
issues and feed lot applications.  They have received four feed lot applications this summer.  
There is no plan yet for the allocation of funding for the buffer law enforcement.  The public 
hearing for the adoption of the Traverse County Buffer Ordinance will be on September 5.  
Landowners need to contact DNR if they feel the buffer map is wrong.   
 
Gerry Moeller/Viking Library – Moeller presented the 2016 Annual Report.  The Viking Library 
offers physical resources but also electronic services as well.  In Traverse County the library 
circulated 83,889 items and the bookmobile circulated 1,556 items.  Terry Anderson, Librarian 
for Wheaton, and Bernice Piechowski, Librarian for Browns Valley, discussed the Legacy funding 
and the programs and opportunities that our libraries have with this funding.  The 2018 library 
request is $33,787, approximately 3% increase from 2017.  Upon a motion by T. Johnson and 
second by Gail, the 2018 funding request was approved unanimously.       
 
Brenda Reed/Reed Acres -  Reed is looking for board approval of the plat for Reed Acres.  
County Attorney, Franzese was unable to attend but let Antrim know that the plat was legally 
sufficient and recommended that the Board approve it.  Upon a motion by T. Johnson and 
second by Monson, Reed Acres Plat was unanimously approved.            
 
Lisa Siegel/County Coordinator- The Board minutes from August 1, 2017, were approved 
unanimously, upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson. The following bills were 
approved unanimously, upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson: 
 
CARDMEMBER SERVICE   3,101.92 
CD DIESEL   24,393.90 
GUARDIAN FLEET SAFETY   8,063.82 
LARSON OIL, INC   9,665.00 
TRAVERSE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL   15,000.00 
TRAVERSE COUNTY SOIL & WATER   58,875.00 
ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC   13,519.27 

 
Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 71, amounting to 
$32,334.61.  The subrecipient policy was approved unanimously on April 18, 2017.  This policy 
was reaffirmed by the Board unanimously, upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson. 



 

 

We received notice that LSS of Traverse, LLC, the company that is running the Traverse Care 
Center and Prairieview Place, is merging into its sole member, Legacy Senior Services, a 
Minnesota nonprofit corporation, effective September 1, 2017.   
 
Attested to by: 
 
___________________________   _____________________________ 
Lisa Siegel/County Coordinator   Kevin Leininger/Board Chair 


