Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
August 6, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Mark Gail. Other Commissioners
present were Jerrel Olson, Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, and Kayla Schmidt. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. Upon a motion by Olson and second by Schmidt the agenda was approved unanimously with
the additions of a Conditional Use Permit for Verizon Wireless and a contract with courts for the use of
the old Probation Office. There were no conflicts of interest expressed. The July 16, 2024 meeting
minutes were unanimously approved upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Olson.

Highway Department
County Engineer Chad Gillespie and Highway Supervisor Brian Koch appeared before the Board.
Gillespie asked for approval to buy two motor graders early, there was a motion by Schmidt to move
forward with the purchase, seconded by Olson and approved unanimously. Gillespie would like to do an
auction in the fall and is asking permission to auction the following equipment: self-propelled broom;
tandem truck; John Deere Zero Turn mower; John Deere riding mower and unit 38 pickup. Upon a
motion by Nelson and second by Metz it was unanimously approved to auction the above equipment.
Gillespie discussed the need for a Truck Lift that will help Highway do more repairs themselves, they
would like to use the proceeds from the previous auction, the upcoming auction, and the budgeted
unexpected purchases. He also gave project updates on Hall’s Drive, CSAH 15, CSAH 4, Co Rd 76 Bridge
and crushing.

Law Enforcement
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board. The jail occupancy for July was 29.76%. Wright
informed the Board that they are partnering with Stratis Health for MOUD, Medications for Opioid Use
Disorder, and the staff will be trained to work with the inmates. They have also partnered with
YourPath and Beyond Brink, which will help screen, diagnose, and prescribe the necessary medications
that are needed to battle the opioid epidemic and give individuals the support that they need once they
leave the jail setting. The Jail also received grant funding from the Traverse County Opioid Money for
two medical devices that track the vitals of inmates. Ethan Krause, Deputy Sheriff, was hired and has
started training. Jim and Pam Kraus have had the animal pound in Traverse County for over 20 years.
They are planning to retire from boarding animals. If anyone is interested in taking over boarding
animals please get in touch with Sheriff Wright.

Public Hearing
County Attorney Matt Franzese appeared before the Board with an amendment to the Land Use
Ordinance Section 22, An Ordinance Dealing with Regulating Real Property within the Shoreland District
of the County of Traverse. The amendment adds provisions prohibiting on all real property within the
Shoreland District a) excessive weeds, grasses, and rank vegetation; b) the placement of junk or
abandoned vehicles; and c) the accumulation of junk, garbage, and debris. Public comments and
questions were taken. A discussion was on what constitutes Shoreland District. Nelson made a motion
to approve the amendments to the Land Use Ordinance Section 22 along with the amendment to clarify
that it only has to do with Lake Traverse shoreland, second by Schmidt, followed by discussion. The
costs that are associated with enforcement will be collected by the property owner. Nelson amended
his motion to include that there will be an assessment on vehicles, second by Schmidt and it was passed



unanimously. The summary ordinance was approved unanimously on a motion by Schmidt and second
by Olson.

Soil & Water Conservation District
District Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update. The Sewage
Treatment System Program had no new permit applications in July. The application has been submitted
for the septic upgrade grant. There were a few Legislative changes to wetland rules effective August 1,
2024. One Watershed One Plan/Comprehensive Watershed Management update included the Bois de
Sioux-Mustinka Plan meeting update. The Upper MN River Plan work plan development is complete,
they did approve the bylaws, contract for services, and cost share policy, and the adoption of the plan
will be coming up. Gronfeld went over the Soil and Water Conservation District updates. SWCD does
not plan to increase its budget request for 2025.

Zoning Administrator
Ben Oleson, Zoning Administrator appeared via Zoom. He discussed the Conditional Use Permit for
Verizon Wireless for the construction of a telecommunication tower and associated support structures.
The CUP is to allow a 176-foot tall serf-supporting wireless telecommunication tower. Olson made a
motion to approve the conditional use permit with the conditions and the findings of facts as were
recommended by the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment, second by Nelson, and approved
unanimously.

Permit fees were discussed, County Attorney Matt Franzese explained the definition of industrial use
versus agricultural use. Nelson made a motion to adopt the 3% project cost for industrial and a fee of
S500 for all other conditional use permits including agricultural second by Schmidt followed by
discussion. Because a 3% project cost could hinder businesses coming into Traverse County Nelson
rescinded his motion. Metz made a motion to revert to the 2020 language for conditional use permits,
there is a base fee without the percentage, seconded by Olson followed by discussion, the motion was
approved 4 - 1 with Schmidt opposed.

The quote regarding hiring a licensed Geotch engineer and licensed hydrologist was up for discussion,
Franzese recommended that the County hire them so that the County has a professional in this area.
Schmidt made a motion to hire Midwest Geological Consultants for the Hydrologist and Terracon for the
Geotechnical Engineer and have Riverview cover the cost of their work and the cost that was incurred
for the aquifer test in 2023, second by Nelson followed by discussion. At the last meeting, it was
discussed that the County would get Riverview a copy of the quote and allow for discussion with the
County on the proposed project. The motion failed 2 — 3 with Metz, Olson, and Gail opposed. There
was further discussion, Schmidt made a motion to hire Midwest Geological Consultants for the
Hydrologist and Terracon for the Geotechnical Engineer for preliminary discussion and have Riverview
cover the cost of their work and the cost that was incurred for the aquifer test in 2023, second by
Nelson followed by discussion. The motion failed 2 — 3 with Metz, Olson, and Gail opposed. Olson made
a motion to hire Midwest Geological Consultants for the Hydrologist and Terracon for the Geotechnical
Engineer for preliminary discussion and have Riverview cover the cost of those discussions, seconded by
Metz and unanimously approved. It was agreed that Nelson and Metz would sit in on the discussion.
The hiring for the project itself will be up for consideration at a later meeting.

Family Fun Night
Janessa Miller, Leah Krauth, and Tiffany Duhme appeared before the Board to give an overview of
Family Fun Night held on July 29, 2024. This year was well attended with 138 families attending which



included 500 people in total. The Lions Club served 320 meals. There were 44 entities that were a part
of the night that provided equipment for the attendees to look at, climb on, and see how everything
operates. The Committee received prize donations from 14 different entities and 6 other donations
were also noted.

Auditor/Treasurer
Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson appeared before the Board. He handed out the first rough draft of our
2025 proposed budget which has a 19.13% increase over 2024. Johnson explained that it isn’t
uncommon for the preliminary levy increase to come in high, there are so many unknowns at this point
so this can change quickly. Schmidt asked Johnson if he could pull out the jail and put it under the
Jail/LEC Bond line. Johnson said that for presentation purposes he can break it out but the jail is a
department inside the Revenue Fund so the reports to the state and what is published won’t be broken
out. Johnson explained to the Board that the State Auditors are requesting that he set up a Judicial
Ditch 6 assessment fund #33, this will be for the Watershed Bond. Upon a motion by Olson and second
by Schmidt it was approved unanimously.

County Coordinator
Upon motion by Olson and a second from Schmidt the following bills were approved unanimously.

ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCARE, INC. $5,178.16

ANDERSON LAW OFFICE, PA $5,400.00
BOIS DE SIOUX WATERSHED DISTRICT $31,233.00
COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY $5,409.72
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE, INC. $6,011.12
ELLINGSON PLUMBING, HTG & AC $7,819.00
HOMETOWN PLANNING $2,860.00
HORIZON PUBLIC HEALTH $6,827.25
MN OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY $2,020.15
PRIME BUILDERS LLP $3,250.00
RAINBOW RIDER $11,433.00
TRAVERSE COUNTY 4-H FEDERATION $2,755.00
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CT $16,042.00
WILKIN COUNTY $19,798.80
CONTECH ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS, LLC $25,020.00
CS DIESEL $2,348.41
CT SIBSON GRAVEL & CRUSHING INC. $45,562.58
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $2,849.07

MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SERV $10,631.84
Per M.S. §375.12, there were 49 claims of less than $2,000.00 totaling $17,960.03.

County Coordinator Lisa Zahl received another set of quotes for the HVAC systems at the Traverse Care
Center and Prairieview Place. Olson spoke with Minnewaska about the rebates that are available if they
were to put in a combination air/heating pump system. They are going to go out for quotes for these
types of units. There was a motion by Nelson and a second by Metz to table this until they receive the
new quotes, the motion was approved unanimously.

The following resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by Nelson and second by Metz:



24-15
Resolution of the Board of County Commissioners Traverse County adopted
on August 6, 2024

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §273.061 declares that the term of office as County Assessor shall begin on
January 1 of every fourth year after 1973; and WHEREAS, January 1, 2025, will begin a new term of
office for county assessors statewide. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Traverse County Board
reappoints:

Dianne Reinart, County Assessor

to a four-year term beginning on January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2028, pursuant to the
provisions of Minn. Stat. § 273.061, subject to the approval of the Commissioner of Revenue.

Resolution offered by: Gail

Motion to adopt by: Nelson

Second: Schmidt

Declared adopted by vote as follows:

Yeas: X Gail; X Olson; X Nelson; X Metz; X Schmidt

Nays: [ Gail; [ Olson; L Nelson; [1 Metz; [1 Schmidt
Abstain: [J Gail; (I Olson; [ Nelson; (1 Metz; [0 Schmidt

Mark Gail, Chairman

Witness:

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator

Franzese handed out a contract with courts for use of the old Probation Office, this will be discussed at
the next Board meeting.

Public Comment Period
There was one public comment regarding the inability to hear some discussion in the room and asked if
we could look into microphones.

There was a motion by Schmidt and a second by Metz to close the meeting to discuss strategy for labor
negotiations per Minnesota Statute 13D.03, approved unanimously, the meeting was closed at 11:00
a.m. There was a motion by Olson and a second by Metz to reopen the meeting, approved
unanimously, the meeting was reopened at 11:35 a.m.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.



Gail adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Mark Gail, Chair



