
 

 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

July 15, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson.  Other Commissioners 

present were Dwight Nelson, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The 

agenda was approved unanimously, 4-0, upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt.  There 

were no conflicts of interest expressed.  The July 1, 2025, Board minutes were unanimously approved, 4-

0, upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt.         

 Auditor/Treasurer 
County Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson appeared before the Board with a department update.  Johnson 
informed the Board that he received one bid from Goodheart’s for $6,000.00 to demo a house in 
Browns Valley, located at 538 2nd Ave NW.  Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson, the bid 
was approved unanimously, 4-0.  There are two other parcels remaining unsold from the last tax sale, 
one in Browns Valley and one in Wheaton.  The cities have been notified, but Johnson has not heard 
back. They have 60 days to respond; if they don’t respond, he has asked for approval to sell them with a 
starting bid of $200.00.  Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt, this was approved 
unanimously, 4-0.  Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson, the capital asset threshold was 
raised from $5,000.00 to $10,000.00 beginning January 1, 2025.  Johnson informed the Board that there 
will be school district elections this fall.  He also discussed mileage reimbursement for those who sit on 
the Traverse County Extension Committee.  Upon a motion by Gail, seconded by Schmidt and approved 
unanimously, 4-0, they approved paying mileage for these committee members.         
 

Upper Minnesota River Watershed District 
Amber Doschadis, Administrator, and Jon Bork, Traverse County representative, appeared before the 
Board to give an annual update. UMRW is 500 square miles, and Traverse County is 30 square miles of 
that. The rest is made up of Big Stone County and Swift County.  They just recently completed the Toelle 
Coulee Phase 1 project in Browns Valley, MN, which cleaned out a ditch to help with the water flow.  
They are now moving on to Toelle Coulee Phase 2, they are just in the starting phases of this project, 
which will help with the 100-year floodplain.         
              

Upper Minnesota River Watershed Manager Appointment  
There were no letters of interest received.  Jon Bork, who is Traverse County’s current manager, has 
voiced interest in continuing to serve.  Upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt, it was 
unanimously approved, 4-0, to reappoint Jon Bork to the Upper Minnesota River Watershed Manager 
position.   
 

Public Hearing to Consider the Sale of Real Estate 
The Commissioners received one sealed bid from Troy and Karri Childers for $3,000.00.  Upon a motion 
by Gail and seconded by Schmidt the bid from Childers for $3,000.00 was unanimously approved, 4-0, 
along with the following resolution: 

 COUNTY OF TRAVERSE RESOLUTION 25-15 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN AND OWNED BY 

THE COUNTY OF TRAVERSE 
WHEREAS, on June 17, 2025, the Traverse County Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution 25-

14, Authorizing the Advertisement for Bids for the Sale of Real Property Located in and Owned by the County 

of Traverse; 

 

WHEREAS, the real property is located in the City of Wheaton and is identified for tax purposes as 

PIN No. 23-0397001, legally described as follows: The North Half of the East 10 Feet of Lot 9, and the North 



 

 

Half of the West 40 Feet of Lot 8, Block 1, Annie Leaser's First Addition, City of Wheaton (hereinafter 

“Wheaton Property”); 

 

WHEREAS, the Wheaton Property has been advertised for bids in the legal newspaper of the county 

according to the requirements of M.S.A. §373.01, Subd. 1(b); 

 

WHEREAS, July 15, 2025, was established as the date for opening any and all bids received in 

response to said advertisements, with the deadline for receiving a bid being July 11, 2025; 

WHEREAS, only one bid was received by the July 11, 2025, deadline, that being from Troy Childers 

and Karri Childers in the amount of $3000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Traverse County Board of Commissioners hereby approves the sale of the Wheaton 

Property to Troy Childers and Karri Childers for the amount of $3000. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Traverse County Board of Commissioners that the 

sale and conveyance of the Wheaton Property to Troy Childers and Karri Childers is hereby ratified and 

approved in all respects, and that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded with the deed conveying the 

Wheaton Property to Troy Childers and Karri Childers. 

 

Adopted by the Traverse County Board of Commissioners this 15th day of July, 2025. 

 

TRAVERSE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 

Jerrel Olson, Board Chairman 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator 

 

 
Minnesota State Senate 

Senator Jordan Rasmusson appeared before the Board for a legislative update and questions from the 
Board.  Senator Rasmusson informed the Board that he represents Traverse County along with 4 other 
counties, Wilkin, Grant, Ottertail, and half of Douglas, in the Minnesota Senate.  Rasmusson helped to 
get the cost shifts from the State to the counties under control. Our counties were looking at anywhere 
from a 5-9% property tax increase if all the cost shifts had taken place.  Rasmusson helped come up with 
an amendment to those cost shifts to bring the costs down.  And he helped with the capital investment 
bill, which will bring money to counties for infrastructure such as road and water projects.  He also 
supports rural nursing homes.   
 

Traverse Care Center/Prairieview Place 
Michelle Ehrenberg, Minnewaska Community Health, and Shelia Gast, Administrator, Traverse Care 
Center, appeared before the Board with a quarterly update.  Gast was just recently hired as the 
Administrator.  They are currently advertising for a Director of Nursing.  In April they placed nine beds 
on layaway for a total of 15 beds on layaway, which will be a savings of approximately $75,000.00 a 
year.  Since the layaway, they have been averaging around 90-97% occupancy.  They are now fully 
Medicare certified, and they are able to bill back to April 2024. They are going to be asking for a waiver 
to bill back further because of the delay in getting the Medicare certification.  They are working on some 



 

 

maintenance projects, they have brought in a few others to help out, and they are getting things 
working properly and the grounds looking better.  There are 5 air conditioner units that need to be 
replaced at Traverse Care Center/Prairieview Place.  We received two responsible bids, Ellingson 
Plumbing, Heating, A/C & Electrical bid was $109,6400.00, their bid does include the electrical work.  
Mission Mechanical's bid was $100,640.00, but it did not include the electrical work.  Electrical work 
would cost around $13,000.00.  Upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt, the Ellingson’s bid 
was unanimously approved, 4-0.   
 

Traverse Lake Association 
Tony Frisch appeared before the Board to discuss fishing line recycling.  The Traverse Lake Association 
would like to put the Monofilament Recycle Bins at all the lake accesses across Lake Traverse.  These 
bins would hold the fishing line that would then be recycled.  Berkley has a long history of promoting 
and facilitating fishing line recycling.  Schmidt made a motion to allow these containers on the 
Minnesota side with the Traverse Lake Association doing the maintenance, seconded by Nelson and 
approved unanimously, 4-0.    
 

County Coordinator 
Upon motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson, the following bills and a $45.00 donation from Ave 

Maria were approved unanimously. 

ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCARE, INC. 
COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY 
DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES ECPN 
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES 
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE, INC. 
HOMETOWN PLANNING 
HORMANN, MARK 
QUADIENT FINANCE USA, INC. 
REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINN 
WHEATON EDA 
WHEATON-DUMONT ELEVATOR 

$5,510.08 
$5,564.57 
$3,570.55 
$7,813.03 
$3,778.80 
$3,092.50 
$2,200.00 
$4,138.80 
$25,000.00 
$2,000.00 
$2,332.03 

COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
CONTECH ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS, LLC 
OLDCASTLE INFRASTRUCTURE, INC 
TRI COUNTY COOP OIL ASSOC 
ZIEGLER, INC. 
DHS 
TRAVERSE COUNTY 
CEP 
SCMC 
PLACEMENTS 

$3,982.79 
$24,825.60 
$2,837.60 
$21,875.46 
$9,854.47 
$63,843.02 
$2,500.00 
$7,572.73 
$4,034.52 
$20,227.97 
 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 59 in the amount of $28,977.11. 

Traverse County will have $27,864.90 in Opioid funding at the end of July, 2025.  The Board approved 
the following Opioid Grants, in the amount of $27,848.00, unanimously, 4-0, based on the Opioid Grant 
Committee recommendations, upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt:  Browns Valley School 
for the Empower U program, $10,348.00; the City of Browns Valley for a youth room in the BV Library in 
the amount of $9,800.00; Wheaton Area Schools for Automated External Defibrillators, $6,200.00; and 
Wheaton Area Schools for the Stop-It program, $1,500.00.              



 

 

 
Public Comment Period 

There were no public comments.   

Committee Reports 
Nelson attended the Western Prairie Technology Committee, Horizon Public Health, County Extension, 
Soil & Water, and Traverse Care Center/Prairieview Place Committee meetings.  Schmidt attended the 
Western Prairie Technology Committee, Traverse Care Center/Prairieview Place, and County Extension 
Committee meetings.   
   
Olson adjourned the meeting at 10:58 a.m. 

 
 
___________________________   ________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Chair 
 


