Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
July 1, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners
present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Metz, the agenda was unanimously approved.
There were no conflicts of interest expressed. The June 16, 2025, Board of Equalization minutes and the
June 17, 2025, regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved, with a motion by Nelson and a
second by Metz.

Highway Department
County Engineer Chad Gillespie appeared before the Board. Gillespie asked for approval to sign the
CSAH 16 Culvert Replacement contract with J.B. Nanik Inc., and the County Park Project contract with
Joe Riley Construction Inc., both of which were approved unanimously upon a motion by Metz and
seconded by Nelson. Gillespie went over the electrical estimate to run power to both lights south of
Wheaton and retrofit the existing solar to power. We received the lights on a federal grant, and they
are now in need of replacement. Traverse Electric Quote is for $7,282.33 to get power to both lights,
but there will also be an additional cost from Otter Electric to retrofit the existing lights; we haven’t
received that quote yet. Olson asked if we would then have a monthly service fee, which we would.
Schmidt asked what it would cost to take the lights out instead of running new power to them. Gillespie
will look into that option as well and bring everything back to the Board. Gillespie gave updates on the
following: CSAH 15, Dumont, CSAH 9, and the auction outcome, where we should be receiving
$24,368.40 from the sales.

Joint Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment Appointment
We received two letters of interest for the open Joint Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment
appointment. Schmidt made a motion to appoint Philip Deal seconded by Nelson, the motion failed 3-2
with Gail, Metz and Olson opposed. Metz made a motion to appoint David McClernon, seconded by Gail
and passed unanimously.

Law Enforcement
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board with a department update. Wright informed the Board
that he and Olson will be visiting Wilkin County first on their list of counties that they will be discussing
the possibility of a jail task force. Wright is waiting for a date from Wilkin. Our jail was on biannual
inspections, but with a new Jail Administrator, this has changed to annual. The storm the past weekend
caused us to lose connectivity with the State, so the jail was down for an extended time. Wright spoke
with Morris Electronics so they can come up with a solution so this doesn’t happen again. We had two
new Deputies sworn in on Friday, Stephen Roos and Georgia Neitzke.

Soil and Water Conservation District

District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.
The county program updates were provided. There were three new SSTS Permit applications received,
and Septic Upgrade Grant funds are still available. Comprehensive Watershed Management updates
were given for the Bois de Sioux-Mustinka Plan; they are awaiting the construction of a Second Grade
Stabilization Project. Soil and Water Conservation District updates were given, field work, mowing for
Mid-Contract Management is complete, seeding is nearly completed, and spraying, tree shearing, and
brush removal is available. The following Soil Health Grants are available: State and Federal Funds for
Cover Crops and Strip-Till/No-Till and Other Practices. There are also low interest agricultural best



management practice loans available; these are for ag equipment or projects that improve water
quality.

County Coordinator
Upon motion by Nelson and a second from Gail, the following bills were approved unanimously.

COMPUTERSHARE TRUST COMPANY N.A. $14,000.00
GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT GROUP $3,450.00
NORTHLAND BOND SERVICES $4,881.25
PIONEER NETWORK, INC. $3,807.00
CRAFCO, INC. $2,063.40
LOCATORS & SUPPLIES, INC. $2,597.50
MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SER $53,560.33

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 42 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $24,039.76.

Upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt the meeting was closed to discuss strategy for labor
negotiations per Minnesota Statute 13D.03. Upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson the
meeting was reopened. Metz received complaints that some areas around Lakeview Drive are
dilapidated structures and unkept lawns. County Attorney Matt Franzese said that he received the
complaint and he will be taking care of it in the next week. Franzese also mentioned that there is a
lawsuit with the medical providers at the Law Enforcement Center; they want the ability to adjust
inmate medications without getting approval from the original physician. Upon a motion by Metz and
seconded by Gail that Traverse County agrees to join the lawsuit, which was approved unanimously.

Public Comment Period
There were no public comments.

Olson adjourned the meeting at 9:49 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Jerrel Olson, Chair



