
 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

June 5, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Kevin Leininger. Other 
commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Todd Johnson.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson, the 
agenda was approved unanimously.     
 

County Probation 
Tony Frisch, Probation Officer, appeared before the Board to discuss the Sentence to Serve 
Program.  He attended a meeting in Morris where a decision was made to ask the surrounding 
five Counties - Wilkin, Traverse, Grant, Big Stone and Stevens - if they would be interested in a 
new position for Sentence to Serve/Community Work Service.  Frisch explained that this would 
fall under Law Enforcement, as they would be the ones that would be working with the inmates 
under this program.   Wilkin County and Stevens County have declined to participate, and Frisch 
said he spoke with Traverse County Sheriff Trevor Wright, who expressed little interest.  Frisch 
said that he will let the committee know that Traverse is not interested in this new position.        

 
Highway Department 

Mike Doll and Brian Koch appeared before the Board and gave a department update.   
 

The playground equipment was put up last week at the County Park.   
 

There was a concern regarding cars running the stop sign on 2nd Avenue South by the swimming 
pool.  They requested that the County check into purchasing solar panel blinking stop signs so 
they are more noticeable. Leininger said that they are $1,300 each.  Gillespie had the Highway 
Department paint “stop” on the road and bought reflectors to put on the signs, so they will 
monitor and see if these things help.   
 

Soil & Water/Planning & Zoning 
Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.   
 

Ben Oleson’s office hours this month will be on Wednesday, June 13, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
 

Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment meeting was held May 30.  There were 3 variance 
applications.  There is a public hearing scheduled on June 13 for the Buffer Ordinance at 8:30 
a.m.   
 

There was a motion by Salberg, second by T. Johnson and unanimous approval to adopt the 
following resolution:     
 

Resolution to Incorporate the Summary of Watercourses 
into the Traverse County  

Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan 
 



 

Whereas; Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F.48 requires Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) in consultation 
with local water management authorities, to develop, adopt, and submit to each local water management authority 
within its boundary a summary of watercourses. 
 
Whereas; The Board of Water and Soil Resources has adopted Buffer Law implementation Policy #6 ‘Local Water 
Resources Riparian Protection (“Other Watercourses”)’ which identifies steps SWCDs are required to take in 
developing said inventory. 
 
Whereas; On June 8, 2017 the Traverse SWCD adopted a descriptive inventory of other watercourses for voluntary 
implementation and provided it to Traverse County, Bois de Sioux Watershed District, and the Upper Minnesota River 
Watershed District on May 2, 2018. 
 
Whereas; Traverse County recommends that implementation of buffers or other practices on these waters be 
VOLUNTARY in nature through the Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan.  

 
Whereas; Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F.48 requires a local water management authority that receives a summary 
of watercourses identified under this subdivision must incorporate an addendum to its comprehensive local water 
management plan or comprehensive watershed management plan to include the SWCD recommendations by July 1, 
2018. 
 
Whereas; Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F.48 does not require a plan amendment as long as a copy of the included 
information is distributed to all agencies, organizations, and individuals required to receive a copy of the plan 
changes. 

 
Therefore be it resolved that; The summary of watercourses or “other waters” for Traverse County shall be 
incorporated as an addendum in its current local water management plan. 
 
Be it further resolved that; Traverse County authorizes staff to provide a copy of the addendum and any supporting 
information to be distributed to all agencies, organizations, and individuals required to receive a copy of the plan 
changes. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5

th
 day of June, 2018.   

 
ATTEST: 
 

 _______________________________ 
 Lisa Siegel, County Coordinator 
 

The regular SWCD Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 14, at 7:30 a.m.   
 

Richard Engan, Engan Associates 
Engan Associates presented an estimate of probable construction cost for the Courthouse 
project of $5,170,000.00.  This price includes construction cost, building demolition, site work, 
contingency, non-construction costs, temporary relocation of courthouse functions, and 
relocation of utilities, furniture and fixtures.   
 

Auditor/Treasurer 
Unanimous approval was given to Tri-County in Dumont for a tobacco license upon a motion by 
Salberg and second by Monson.  
 

Upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson, unanimous approval was given to John 
Deal for his firework application for the Fourth of July at Shady Dell, contingent upon payment 
of the application fee.   
 



 

Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer checked with the City of Browns Valley about Cy Spindler’s 
request to repurchase his forfeited property.  The Browns Valley City Council’s 
recommendation is that Cy should bid on it during the tax forfeiture sale.  If he won the bid, he 
would be responsible for the tax, penalty, interest, and all costs associated with this parcel.  
Upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson, Cy Spindler’s request to be allowed to 
repurchase his former property was denied unanimously.   
 

K. Johnson handed out the property list of tax forfeited parcels that will be on the next sale. 
There are three empty lots right next to each other that K. Johnson suggests selling as one lot, 
which the Board concurred.  The tax forfeited list was mailed to each City, and they have 60 
days to get back to K. Johnson if they are going to claim them for public purchase or purchase 
them according to Minnesota Statue.  The Board will need to set the sales prices after he hears 
from all Cities, and then it is required that the sale be advertised for 30 days prior to the sale 
date.   
 

Upon a motion by Monson, second by Gail, and unanimous approval, Traverse County will 
prohibit anyone that has delinquent tax on an existing owned property, and anyone that has 
had a rental license revoked in the past five years, from bidding on property during a tax sale.   
 

Traverse County’s current vendor for our tax, payroll, financial, highway costing, capital asset, 
and cash register system is looking to sell its business.  There are 29 counties in Minnesota that 
use the CPUI software.  K. Johnson received an email from E. J Moberg, Lyon County’s Auditor-
Treasurer, letting him know that there are a few counties who are looking at purchasing the 
company and would like to know if there are any other counties who would be interested in 
entering into a Joint Powers Agreement.  The more counties involved, the less the cost for each 
county would be.  This would allow us to keep the company local and have control over our 
systems.  K. Johnson informed the Board that they wouldn’t need to make a decision today, but 
he would like to know if there is any interest in Traverse County possibly becoming a part of the 
JPA. If so, then he would need approval for himself and one Commissioner to sign a non-
disclosure agreement in order to get the financial details, along with the purchase price of this 
venture.  This would allow us to see what it all entails and then be able to make an informed 
decision.  Unanimous approval was given to allow Kit Johnson and Kevin Leininger to sign a non-
disclosure agreement, upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson.        
 
 

County Coordinator 
A motion was made by T. Johnson to approve the May 15, 2018 minutes, with a second by 
Monson, and unanimous approval.  Upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson, the 
following bills were approved unanimously: 
   

ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE, INC.   $3,430.00 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL   $2,408.44 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION   $2,478.67 

MORRIS ELECTRONICS   $2,824.78 

TRUE NORTH STEEL   $14,525.20 

TWIN VALLEY TIRE WHEATON, INC.   $3,004.16 

 



 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 51, amounting to 
$18,899.59.   
 

Department Heads will need to have their budgets in before the August 7 Board meeting.   
 

Lee Hyden-Niss will be retiring; her last day will be June 15.  She has worked as a Social Worker 
for Traverse County for 33 years, we have hired a new Social Worker who will start June 27.    
 

County Park revenue from Memorial weekend was down $1,178.90 from last year, and our 
electricity bill increased by $172.22.  Siegel will continue to give an update on the County Park 
throughout the summer.    
 

Leininger adjourned the meeting at 10:03 a.m. 
  
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Siegel, County Coordinator  Kevin Leininger, Board Chairman                


