
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

June 4, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Todd Johnson. Other 
commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Kevin Leininger.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson, the 
agenda was approved unanimously.                
 

Highway Department 
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, presented the department update.   
 

Upon a motion by Monson and second by Leininger the Joint Powers agreement with Grant 
County for District Wide Federal Striping Project was approved unanimously. 
 

A resident put up a fence along 2nd Avenue South (MSAS 100) which is the County’s road and 9th 
Street South which is the City’s road.  The City informed the resident that he needed to remove 
the fence along 9th Street to comply with the City Ordinance.  Gillespie’s recommendation 
would be to allow the resident to keep the fence along 2nd Avenue but if it becomes a safety 
concern or due to road repairs he would need to move it at that time.  Leininger made motion 
per Gillespie’s recommendation to allow him to leave the fence, second by Monson, with 
discussion to follow.  The consensus of the Board was that it might be a safety issue with 
residents trying to cross the street at that intersection and as long as he is moving the 9th Street 
fence he should move the 2nd Ave portion at the same time.  Leininger rescinded his motion 
with a second by Monson.  A new motion was made by Salberg that the City Ordinance needs 
to be followed and the resident needs to move the fence along 2nd Avenue, second by Gail and 
approved unanimously.   
 

Governor Walz requested presidential disaster declaration for the spring storms.   
 

Dust control will start tomorrow; they have had some setbacks with the weather.   
 

West Central Community Action 
Heather Molesworth, Family Community Services Director, appeared before the Board to 
present the Family Homeless Assistance and Prevention Program Grant application for 
approval.  The grant period runs from July 2019 to June 2021 and they are scheduled to receive 
$240,000 for Traverse, Grant, Pope, Stevens, and Douglas counties.  The resolution for the 
grant was approved by Salberg, second by Monson and approved unanimously.   

 
Traverse Care Center 

Dylan Hanson, Executive Director, and Kristina Guindon, Regional Director, appeared before the 
Board to give a quarterly update.  They went over the annual survey that was completed on 
April 15, 2019.  Top areas of focus remain employee satisfaction and engagement, customer 
satisfaction and safety. They also went over the $56,994.74 of capital funds that have been 
spent through May of 2019.  Some bigger projects include a new call light system, new doors, 
and a new phone system.       



 

 

Law Enforcement 
Brenda Bartz , Jail Administered, appeared before the Board and gave the jail update.  The 
usage for the month of May was at 63.38%.     
 

Trevor Wright, Sheriff, informed the Board that they have a sentence to serve program and the 
Law Enforcement Center gets reimbursed for the work that those in the program do.  With 
these funds a push mower was purchased for the inmates to mow the lawn, this also gives 
them an opportunity to pay for their fines.   
 

A repair crew was here to look at the broken window at the jail and they will be sending a 
report stating what is wrong with the window and we can see if the insurance will cover it.       
 

The vehicle that was in the accident in February will be replaced this week.    
 

Soil and Water 
Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.   CREP easement planning 
project is underway.  A youth education and rainfall simulator demonstration is scheduled for 
August 8, 2019. 
 

A permit was submitted for a new Subsurface Sewage Treatment System (SSTS) in an 
agricultural zone.  There are still SSTS upgrade grant funds available.   
 

Application received for delineation and no-loss for the Tintah terminal railroad access area for 
the Wheaton Dumont Coop Elevator.  This can be a staff decision which is scheduled for June 
19, 2019.   
 

MPCA feedlot program, received an application for a Hog Facility, this application was approved 
in the past for another facility but that project didn’t go through so it is the same application 
resubmitted again.                
 

Auditor/Treasurer 
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer appeared before the Board, the insurance claim regarding the 
broken windshield was approved by MCIT upon additional information that was submitted.    
 

Upon a motion by Monson and second by Gail the Fireworks application for 4th of July was 
approved unanimously.         
 

County Coordinator 
A motion was made by Monson to approve the May 21, 2019 Board minutes, seconded by 
Salberg, the minutes were approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Gail and second by 
Monson, the following bills were approved unanimously: 

HOMETOWN PLANNING   $2,350.00 

WELLS FARGO CORPORATE TRUST SERVICES    $5,986.25 

SIBSON GRAVEL LLC   $5,485.27 

TWIN VALLEY TIRE WHEATON, INC.   $3,078.96 

WHALEY EXCAVATING, INC.   $16,675.00 

 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 44, amounting to 
$12,515.88.   
 



 

 

 
T. Johnson adjourned the meeting at 9:58 a.m. 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Todd Johnson, Board Chairman         


