
 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

June 17, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson.  Other Commissioners 

present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  The agenda was approved unanimously with the following addition: Navigating Key Land Use 

Issues Seminar, upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson.  There were no conflicts of interest 

expressed.  The June 3, 2025, Board minutes were unanimously approved upon a motion by Nelson and 

seconded by Schmidt.         

 Highway Department 
County Engineer Chad Gillespie and Brian Koch, Highway Supervisor, appeared before the Board with a 

department update.  Gillespie gave project updates on CSAH 15, Dumont, and CSAH 9.  The following 

informational updates were given:  The County Park Rough will be starting at the end of July or beginning 

of August; the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources was wondering if the Board would be 

interested in a ribbon cutting if they offered it for the MNDNR Get Out More project, no decision was 

made today; the auction starts tomorrow which will be through Minn bid; the City of Wheaton LRIP 

project bid was accepted and the grant agreement is fully executed.     

Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust      
Richard Miehe, MCIT Risk Management Consultant, appeared before the Board to give an annual 

update. MCIT’s mission is to provide Minnesota counties and associated members cost cost-effective 

insurance coverage (property, liability, cyber, and workers' compensation) with comprehensive and 

quality risk management services.                

Law Enforcement Center 
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board. Wright went over contracting with other counties.  
Other jails that contract with other counties have to guarantee a bed; we are unable to guarantee a bed 
with our neighboring counties due to our size and classification of inmates.  There was further discussion 
regarding the jail.  Some suggestions that were brought up were raising the jail rates or housing only 
Traverse County inmates.  A task force of surrounding sheriffs and commissioners from other counties 
that also house inmates from non-jail counties was mentioned.  Olson and Wright will sit down and pick 
counties and contact them to see if there is any interest in forming a task force.  Wright went on to 
inform the Board that he currently has 3 CCOs in training.  He has also hired two new Deputy Sheriffs 
who have both passed their post-test and will begin working soon.  Training will be today at noon on the 
Lucas, the chest compression machine, which Wright was able to purchase through a grant.                
 

Auditor/Treasurer 
County Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson appeared before the Board with a department update.  Johnson 

informed the Board that the survey on the county-owned nursing home lot located at 605 2nd Ave S in 

Wheaton came back.  In order to sell a portion of this parcel, the County needs a resolution/motion, and 

it has to be advertised for 3 weeks before the sale.  The Board set the sale date for July 15 during their 

regular meeting. The minimum bid the board set was $3,000.00.  Interested parties must submit a 

sealed bid, and then after they are read, those that have submitted a bid can participate in the auction.   

Schmidt made a motion with the terms of the sale, seconded by Gail, and it passed unanimously.    

Johnson went over the forfeited tax sales again.  There are three forfeited tax parcels that didn’t sell at 

the last two auctions that were held.  The cities now have the option to purchase two of the three; if 

they decide not to purchase them, another tax sale will be held.  The Commissioners requested that 



 

Johnson look into what the cost would be to tear down one of the properties in Browns Valley because 

of the asbestos siding.          

County Coordinator 
Upon motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson, the following bills and a $45.00 donation from Ave 

Maria were approved unanimously. 

ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCARE, INC. 
BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
CITY OF BROWNS VALLEY  
COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY 
DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES ECPN 
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES 
HORMANN, MARK 
MN DEPT OF AGRICULTURE 
PICTOMETRY INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
QUADIENT FINANCE USA, INC. 
TRAVERSE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL ASS 

$6,597.58 
$5,000.00 
$95,000.00 
$5,564.57 
$3,570.55 
$8,761.42 
$2,200.00 
$13,118.35 
$24,867.34 
$4,039.00 
$15,000.00 

TRAVERSE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TRAVERSE COUNTY SOIL & WATER SERV 
US BANK 
VIKING LIBRARY SYSTEM 
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CE 
WEX BANK 
WHEATON EDA 
ERIC’S AUTO AND GLASS 
HENNEN LAWN CARE 
KRIS ENGINEERING, INC. 
M-R SIGN CO., INC. 
PYE-BARKER FIRE & SAFETY, LLC 
TRI COUNTY COOP OIL ASSOC 
TWIN VALLEY TIRE WHEATON, INC. 
ZIEGLER, INC. 
DHS 
TRAVERSE COUNTY 
CARLSON COUNSELING 
LSS – ST PAUL 
CEP 
TRAVERSE COUNTY COLLABORATIVE  
DAWN WEBER, ATTY 
PLACEMENTS 
 

$5,000.00 
$80,000.00 
$10,740.00 
$37,294.00 
$6,109.00 
$2,356.19 
$2,000.00 
$2,247.46 
$23,580.00 
$6,768.20 
$4,680.42 
$4,035.00 
$14,333.03 
$2,690.45 
$383,870.33 
$12,696.49 
$2,500.00 
$3,800.00 
$3,283.08 
$8,285.22 
$9,492.00 
$2,125.00 
$35,682.91 
 

  
Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 79 in the amount of $31,021.75. 

There was discussion regarding entry into the Social Services building due to Federal Tax Information 
(FTI) that is stored in that building.  Because of the FTI information, the building needs to be secured, 
and they receive inspections every three years.  One of the systems that was changed after the last 
inspection was the use of name badges for entry into the building.  County Attorney Matt Franzese was 
refusing to use the key card, which is part of the inspection report.  Franzese was going to meet with 
Stacy Hennen, Social Services Director, to discuss the use and rules for the use of the badges.  It was also 



 

approved to rekey the Social Services building because of the inconsistencies with keys being given out 
and not returned when employees leave employment, upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson.   
Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Metz it was approved unanimously that the county would 
cover the cost of the Navigating Key Land Use Issues seminar only for those on the Planning Commission 
who want to attend.   Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson the meeting was closed to 
discuss strategy for labor negotiations per Minnesota Statute 13D.03.  Upon a motion by Gail and 
seconded by Metz the meeting was reopened. Metz made a motion to accept and approve the LELS 
union contract, seconded by Gail and approved unanimously.             
 

Public Comment Period 
There were no public comments.   

Committee Reports 
Nelson attended the Western Prairie Technology Committee, Primewest Joint Powers, Personnel 
Committee, Soil and Water and Board of Equalization meetings.  Schmidt attended the Western Prairie 
Technology Committee, Horizon Public Health, AMC, Emergency Services Board and the Social Services 
Pre-placement. 
   
Olson adjourned the meeting at 11:48 a.m. 

 
 
___________________________   ________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Chair 


