Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
June 3, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners
present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, Kayla Schmidt, and Mark Gail. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Metz, the agenda was unanimously approved with
the addition of a Tax Sale Update and Out of State Travel for the Sheriff’s Conference. There were no
conflicts of interest expressed. The May 20, 2025, regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved
upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson.

Highway Department
County Engineer Chad Gillespie appeared before the Board. Gillespie asked for approval of final
payment for the Bridge project SAP 078-598-038 to Structural Specialties for $111,325.45. This was
approved unanimously upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson. Upon a motion by Gail and
seconded by Metz, the updated Highway Fee Schedule was approved unanimously. Upon a motion by
Nelson and seconded by Gail, the CSAH 16 Culvert Replacement quote from JB Nanik, Inc. for $65,412.00
was approved unanimously. Gillespie gave updates on the following: the questions asked at the last
meeting regarding a bridge collapse and roundabouts; roadway projects start on June 9, 2025; Gillespie
plans to attend the Minnesota County Engineers Summer conference and Board of directors meeting
June 11 - 13, 2025; preconstruction meeting for the County Park Projects will be held on June 4, 2025;
bid opening for the City of Wheaton LRIP project will be June 9, 2025 at 10:00 am and the City of
Wheaton council meeting at 4:30 pm to decide to award or reject the bid; MNDot District 4, 5 year plan
was given to the Board; dust control application will be June 4, 2025; and the Highway is planning an
auction for June 9 — 18, 2025 on Minn Bid for previously approved auction items.

Soil and Water Conservation District
District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.
The county program updates were provided. There were no new SSTS Permit applications received, and
Septic Upgrade Grant funds are still available. Comprehensive Watershed Management updates were
given, for the Bois de Sioux-Mustinka Plan, they are awaiting construction of a second grade stabilization
project and working with landowners to coordinate the bid process. The Upper Minnesota River Plan
has engineering design work underway for three projects. Soil and Water Conservation District updates
were given, field work is underway, the tree planting project installation is complete, mowing for mid-
contract management and establishment/weed control, seeding is in progress, no-till grain drill rental
and tree shearing, and brush removal are available. The following Soil Health Grants are available: State
and Federal Funds for Cover Crops and Strip-Till/No-Till and Other Practices.

Wheaton Duck Easement
County Attorney Matt Franzese and Wheaton Mayor Steve Lundquist appeared before the Board to
discuss a permanent easement agreement for the maintenance of the Duck along Highway 75, which is
located on the County’s property. Upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson, the Permanent
Easement Agreement was approved unanimously with an added provision stating that the Wheaton
Duck is on the County’s property with the expressed permission of the County.

County Coordinator
Upon motion by Nelson and a second from Schmidt, the following bills were approved unanimously.



HOMETOWN PLANNING $3,092.50

MAIN STREET MOTORS $7,674.87
SGTS, INC. $3,899.59
USI CONSULTING GROUP $4,625.00
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CE $5,269.00
GRAINGER $5,890.19
MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SERV $10,351.96
SEROCKI EXCAVATING, INC. $14,900.00

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 35 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $12,142.31.

Zahl informed the Board that the company we receive our Health Insurance through, Minnesota
Healthcare Consortium, won’t be able to give us our rates early; they plan to have them out the week of
August 18. Which would mean bringing the rates to the Board on September 2 and then the RFP going
out after that, we would be in the same time crunch we were last year. With the possible change in
employee numbers and the time crunch, Nelson made a motion to go out for RFP’s with Gallagher for
$9,000.00, seconded by Gail, and it passed 3-2 with Metz and Schmidt opposed. Starla TeKrony is
stepping down from the Joint Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment as of July 31, 2025. Zahl asked
for approval to advertise to fill the remainder of the term, which runs until March 31, 2026. Upon a
motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson, advertising for the position was approved unanimously.
Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson gave an update on the Tax Sale. Johnson has held two tax sales, one on
March 27, 2025, and the second on May 29, 2025. We still have 3 unsold properties, and now anyone
can purchase them, or we can offer them to the City for a minimal amount. If the City doesn’t want to
purchase them, we can have another auction, and the Board can set the price. There is 1 property that
forfeited before the date the new law went into place, so it has to be sold at appraised value, and we
are unable to lower that price. Sheriff Wright was looking for approval to attend the National Sheriff’s
Association Summer Conference in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Wright informed the Board that the cost of
attending the conference is well within his training budget. Gail made a motion to approve the out-of-
state travel as long as it is within the budget, seconded by Nelson, and approved 4-1 with Schmidt
opposed. Zahl invited the Commissioners to the employee appreciation picnic, where we will honor
those who have years of service milestones at 12:30 pm.

Public Comment Period
There was a comment that the Commissioners need to pressure Sheriff Wright for the information that
has been asked for regarding the contracts for the jail. Olson responded that Sheriff Wright is on the
agenda for June 17 to discuss this.

Commissioner Committee Reports
Nelson attended the Western Prairie Technology Committee and the Personnel Committee. Schmidt
attended the Viking Library, AMC Legislative update, and Region 4 South. Metz attended the MN
Watershed One Plan.

Olson adjourned the meeting at 9:42 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Jerrel Olson, Chair



