Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
May 7, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Mark Gail. Other Commissioners
present were Jerrel Olson, Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, and Kayla Schmidt. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. There were no conflicts of interest expressed. Upon a motion by Olson and second by Schmidt
the agenda was approved unanimously. The April 16, 2024 meeting minutes were unanimously
approved upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Metz.

Highway Department
County Engineer Chad Gillespie appeared before the Board. Gillespie asked for approval to sign the
guotes that were approved at the last meeting for CSAH 9 from CSAH 10 to CSAH 16, upon a motion by
Metz and second by Olson this was approved unanimously. Gillespie gave a flood update, we have
received all the money that we were expecting from the flood. Gillespie informed the Board that we
received the $300,000 grant for the Public Land Survey (PLSS) Monument Grant Program. They are in
the process of installing flashing speed limit signs in Wheaton and Browns Valley. Gillespie is working
with the group on a Demonstration Project that will happen on 16™ St. in Wheaton. They will be getting
comments via an electronic survey and then decide what they want to try. They discussed the motor
grader quotes and the different options available.

County Attorney
County Attorney Matt Franzese appeared before the Board, he is asking permission to board up a tax-
forfeited property in Browns Valley at 538 2" Ave NW that appears to be occupied. The lights have
been on and the Sheriff's Department shuts them off, this has happened a handful of times. Ottertail
Power has been contacted and they say there is regular usage so they can’t shut the power off. There
was discussion. Franzese informed the Board that they have the authority to knock a building down that
has been tax forfeited if they determine that it is dilapidated. Nelson said he would rather do that than
try to keep someone out. Franzese said that he would come with more information at the next Board
meeting regarding this. Olson said that he would contact Ottertail Power regarding shutting off the
power. Franzese also discussed that the City of Wheaton and the City of Browns Valley have a number
of homes that they knock down every year and they are asking for financial assistance from the County.
The City of Browns Valley uses a company that charges them $8,000 per house. Franzese discussed the
program that Big Stone County has in place for dilapidated structures. Gillespie mentioned that the
Board could hire it done or have the Highway Department tear down the houses. If the Highway
Department did it this would take away from the other work. And if the Board does want the Highway
Department to do it he would ask for a separate fund to put money aside to upgrade their equipment
that they would use for this sooner. Discussion followed. Schmidt made a motion to pay $8,000 to tear
down the property at 538 2" Ave NW in Browns Valley, Schmidt then rescinded the motion for further
discussion at the next meeting. Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer, received an email from the City of
Browns Valley stating that the lawn needed to be mowed at 538 2" Ave NW and 714 West Broadway.
Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Metz it is requested that the City of Browns Valley mow the
lawn, put it on the amount due for taxes, and table the tax-forfeited property discussion, this passed
unanimously.

Upon a motion by Metz and second by Nelson, the Ordinance Regulating Tetrahydrocannabinol
Products Within the County of Traverse was passed unanimously. The summary Ordinance was
unanimously approved upon a motion by Schmidt and second by Metz.



Family Fun Night
Janessa Miller and Tiffany Duhme appeared before the Board and gave a recap of the 2023 Traverse
County Family Fun Night and discussed the 2024 Traverse County Family Fun Night. Upon a motion by
Olson and seconded by Metz it was approved unanimously that Traverse County will accept donations
for the Family Fun Night event.

Law Enforcement
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board with a department update. The Jail occupancy for
April was 48.42%. He discussed selling the 2014 Chevy Pickup and using the proceeds to purchase a new
vehicle since one of the current vehicle leases is coming up. The Board would like to table this
conversation so that Wright can talk to Highway to see if they would like to purchase it and how the
fund transfer would work. Wright went over his department staffing. There was a discussion regarding
the jail and the jail budget.

Soil & Water Conservation District
District Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update. Sewage
Treatment System Program has received one new permit application. The septic upgrade grant program
received three applications, awaiting additional information. One was approved and two are pending.
One Watershed One Plan/Comprehensive Watershed Management update included the Bois de Sioux-
Mustinka Plan will be looking for approval of the 2025 grant application and budget. The Upper MN
River Plan, the 2024 grant funding request and work plan were submitted to the Board of Water & Soil
Resources.

Assessor
County Assessor Dianne Reinart appeared before the Board to discuss office staffing. Reinart explained
that she is nearing retirement and it takes 3 years for our Deputy Assessor to get the licenses that are
needed. The Deputy Assessor | position has been filled however with the position being open for an
extended period the workload has been increasing for the office. Reinart asked the Board if she could
hire another Deputy Assessor | to get them trained in the position and in place before her retirement.
Upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Olson it was approved unanimously to hire a 37.5 hour per
week Deputy Assessor |.

County Coordinator
Upon motion by Olson and a second from Nelson the following bills were approved unanimously.

AMERICAN SOLUTION FOR BUSINESS $4,015.96
BYTESPEED, LLC $7,112.00
FLEET SERVICES $2,920.03
HOMETOWN PLANNING $2,860.00
HORIZON PUBLIC HEALTH $6,827.25
MN STATE AUDITOR $6,484.78
THRIFTY WHITE PHARMACY $3,943.49
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CT $8,021.00
BERT’S TRUCK EQUIPMENT OF MOORHE $2,989.85
CHS $2,943.26
CONTECH ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS, LLC $13,650.00

L & S GRAFIX $2,256.00



M-R SIGN CO., INC. $7,200.00
TWIN VALLEY TIRE WHEATON, INC $4,204.50
WHITE CAP, LP $5,850.00
Per M.S. §375.12, there were 57 claims of less than $2,000.00 totaling $20,309.02.

Upon a motion by Schmidt and second by Olson the Account Technician and Financial Eligibility Worker
job descriptions were approved unanimously.

Upon a motion by Nelson and second by Schmidt the updated Performance Evaluation Policy #209 and
the Employee Performance Evaluation form was approved unanimously.

Upon a motion by Olson and second by Metz unanimous approval was given for the RSA/dual
authentication for 50 users for VPN, a 5-year plan for $14,380.53.

Upon a motion by Olson and second by Schmidt the bid from Ellingson’s for the Traverse Care Center
freezer for $75,988.00 was unanimously approved. It was the lowest responsible bid with a better
warranty. The grease trap bid from Ellingson’s was discussed, Minnewaska only got the one bid. The
Commissioners agreed to table this until two bids are received.

The Habitat Easement for Certification from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services was unanimously
approved upon a motion by Nelson and second by Olson.

The following resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by Olson and second by Nelson:
RESOLUTION NO. 24-12

WHEREAS, the Clay County Board of Commissioners have been strong advocates in providing support for
local programs and facilities to enhance the continuum of care for adolescents in Clay County and the
Region; and

WHEREAS, the Clay County Board of Commissioners recognize that the goal of services is to maintain
youth living in or return to their homes, while understanding that there are situations where providing
an environment for youth to live away from family is needed or required; and

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2024, the Clay County Board of Commissioners unanimously approved designating
existing space withing the Family Service Center for a transitional program operated by the West Central
Regional Juvenile Facility and allocating up to $200,000 for the remodeling of the space; and

WHEREAS, additional funds will be needed to ensure proper resources are available to renovate, furnish,
and equip a youth transitional housing facility; and

WHEREAS, the Clay County Board of Commissioners is requesting $1,093,000 in appropriations from the
bond proceeds fund to the commissioner of human services for a grant to Clay County to renovate,
furnish, and equip a youth transitional housing facility in the city of Moorhead. This appropriation
includes money for major projects to electrical, plumbing, and HVAC systems; energy efficiency
improvements, including window replacement; Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance



improvements; repairs and improvements to interior walls and surfaces; and other site renovations to
support operations and bring the facility into compliance with city and state building code and licensing
requirements.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Traverse County Board of Commissioners support the bonding request in
the amount of $1,093,000 to renovate, furnish, and equip a youth transitional housing facility within the

Family Service Center, Moorhead, MN.

Adopted this 7th day of May 2024.

Attest:
Lisa Zahl, Mark Gail, Chair
County Coordinator Traverse County Board of Commissioners

Public Comment Period
There was a comment regarding support for tearing down dilapidated buildings.

Commissioner Committee Reports
Nelson attended the Western Prairie, Primewest, and Personnel Committee. Schmidt attended the

Region 4 Adult Mental Health, Watershed and Minnesota Rural Counties meeting.

Gail adjourned the meeting at 10:32 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Mark Gail, Chair



