
 

 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

May 6, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners 

present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, and Kayla Schmidt. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Upon 

a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Metz, the agenda was unanimously approved with the addition of 

the Governor's Budget discussion. There were no conflicts of interest expressed. The April 15, 2025, 

regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by 

Nelson.    

Highway Department 
County Engineer Chad Gillespie appeared before the Board.  Gillespie asked for approval of the 

previously awarded Tied Roadway Project SAP 078-609-021 and SAP 078-702-003 Sign Project Contract, 

which was unanimously approved upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Schmidt.   Upon a motion 

by Metz and seconded by Nelson, the Joint Powers Agreement between Traverse County and the City of 

Wheaton for the LRIP Project was approved unanimously.  Gillespie gave updates on the following:  

reclaiming shoulders with intentions to do more shouldering this year; the picnic shelter at the County 

Park was moved; and Traverse County will sponsor the City of Wheaton on their Active Transportation 

Grant.  Gillespie mentioned that during the project at the County Park, there will be a small portion of 

time when the County Park will be closed.  Once he gets the schedule from the contractor, he will put 

this information on the website and in the paper stating that the park is closed.                  

Law Enforcement Center 
Sheriff Trevor Wright was unavailable to attend the meeting today.                           

Soil and Water Conservation District 
District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.  

The county program updates were provided, and there was one new SSTS Permit Application received.  

One Watershed One Plan/Comprehensive Watershed Management updates were given, two project 

bids were accepted, construction completed for the Grade Stabilization Project, they are awaiting 

construction of a second Grade Stabilization Project, and designs completed for the Grassed Waterway 

Project.  The Upper Minnesota River Plan engineering design work is underway for three projects.  Soil 

and Water Conservation District updates included the DNR Walk in Access program, Field Work, Low 

Interest Loans for Ag Best Management Practices, and upcoming meetings.          

West Central Initiative  
Jill Amundson and Rebecca Peterson from West Central Initiative appeared before the Board with an 

annual update. They went over the background of West Central Initiative, which serves nine counties of 

west central Minnesota and the White Earth Nation. They also went over what they have accomplished 

since their incorporation in 1986; they have distributed $59 million in loans, $84 million in grants, they 

have created 9,100 jobs, and there have been 1,280 businesses impacted.  They also explained the 

programs they support, the services they provide, and economic development.             

 
 
 



 

 

Zoning  
Zoning Administrator Ben Oleson appeared before the Board.  He informed the Board that the Planning 

Commission is recommending making an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance by adding section 14A, 

Interim Use Permit, which will add the language that the Interim Use Permit will expire after 18 months 

unless an extension is applied for and granted by the County Board. Nelson made a motion to approve 

the Interim Use Permit Ordinance as recommended by the Planning Commission, seconded by Schmidt, 

and approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Metz and seconded by Nelson, it was approved 

unanimously to repeal the 2009 Wind Power Management Ordinance.            

County Attorney 
County Attorney Matt Franzese appeared before the Board.  They are forming a joint committee for City 

Buildings that need to be torn down. There will be two Council members from Wheaton and Browns 

Valley and they are looking for two Commissioners.  Metz and Olson were appointed for this committee.             

Auditor/Treasurer 
Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson appeared before the Board.  He asked for approval to transfer $53,000 to 

the Traverse Care Center fund and $3,000 to the Prairieview Place fund for March and April.  This was 

approved unanimously upon a motion from Nelson and seconded by Schmidt.  Troy and Karri Childers 

have inquired about buying a portion of a county-owned lot by the Care Center.  There are certain 

procedures that the County must follow to sell county-owned property, such as a resolution and 

advertising for bids.  There was discussion, and the Commissioners would like to table this until they get 

some questions answered.             

County Coordinator 
Upon motion by Metz and a second from Nelson, the following bills were approved unanimously. 

ANDERSON LAW OFFICE, PA 
END OF THE WOODS TASK FORCE 

$2,275.00 
$6,000.00 

HOMETOWN PLANNING 
HORIZON PUBLIC HEALTH 
MMB – FISCAL SERVICES 
MORRIS ELECTRONICS 
TRUE NORTH SURVEYS, PA 
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CE 
WEX BANK 
CONSOLIDATED READY MIX, INC. 
M-R SIGN CO., INC. 
VIKING GARGAE DOOR CO 

$3,092.50 
$7,084.02 
$15,450.00 
$87,793.46 
$32,000.00 
$9,614.00 
$2,217.39 
$2,146.00 
$4,247.20 
$7,546.38 

MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SER $19,201.90 

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 52 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $17,729.78. 
   
Upon a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson the Commissioners approved, 3-1, with Olson 
opposed, a letter written to the Federal Aviation Administration regarding Aeronautical Study No. 2025-
WTE-1815-OE, a study done in Big Stone County Minnesota for 156 wind turbines at 650 feet, that 
supports the rights of all landowners to continue their farming practices as they currently exist and they 
are concerned that the height and or placement of any proposed towers may interfere with landowners 



 

 

ability to utilize aerial application methods for chemical treatments. The change to the amount of meal 
reimbursement from $40.00 a day to $60.00 a day in Policy #512, Business Travel Expenses, was 
unanimously approved upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Metz.   There was discussion about 
the State’s proposed budgets, and how the Social Services cost shifts from the State to the County are 
going to affect Traverse County.  The Governor’s proposed budget would increase Traverse's levy by 
8.82%, Senate's proposed budget would be a levy increase of 4.04%, and the House's proposed budget 
would increase the levy by 9.79%.  The Commissioners are urging the public to contact the governor’s 
office and the offices of the legislators and ask them to stop raising local taxes.              

 
Public Comment Period 

No public comments.       
 

Commissioner Committee Reports 
Nelson attended the Bois de Sioux Watershed, Planning and Zoning, Western Prairie Personnel 
Committee, and Executive Committee.  Schmidt attended the Audit entrance meeting, Bois de Sioux 
Watershed, Planning and Zoning, MRC, Law Library, West Central Initiative, and the Western Prairie 
Board Meeting.       
 
Olson adjourned the meeting at 10:06 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Chair 


