
 

 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

April 19, 2016 

The meeting was called to order by Commission Chair Kevin Leininger. Other commissioners present 

included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, and Todd Johnson. Mark Gail was absent. The pledge was recited 

and the agenda approved unanimously upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson. 

Larry Haukos/Highway Engineer- A contract with Central Specialties, Inc., for crushing recycled concrete 

and asphalt at the Norsen Pit west of Wheaton for $51,600.00 was approved unanimously, upon a 

motion by Salberg and second by Monson. Kevin Leininger and Rhonda Antrim were approved 

unanimously to sign the bond agreement for SAP 078-598-031, upon a motion by Monson and second 

by Salberg. Payment was unanimously approved in the amount of $5,559.31 for the trailer generator 

from Felling Trailers, Inc., upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson. Upon a motion by 

Salberg and second by Monson, a request to order a Great Western Truck, in the amount of $115,828.00 

from Boyer Trucks and a box, hoist and snow equipment in the amount of $83,484.00 from Towmaster, 

Inc. was approved unanimously. Upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson, purchase of DEF 

equipment was approved unanimously, with a 55 drum from the Co-op for Wheaton, and 330 Gallon 

from Chamberlain Oil, for Tintah.  

Lynn Siegel/Emergency Manager- Weather spotters class is April 20th at 6:30. June 29th there will be a 

train derailment exercise in Stevens County. The regional review committee will be reviewing Traverse 

Emergency Operations Plan. Joe Kelly will also be present in the near future to present to the Board on 

roles and responsibilities in an emergency.  

Blue Cross Blue Shield Presentation- Lakes Country Service Cooperative provided a presentation on 

Lakes Country Service Cooperative Services and Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance options.  

Sara Gronfeld/Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning- Gronfeld appeared before the Board to discuss 

details about a decision on a Wetland Conservation Act Replacement Plan Application for the Bois de 

Sioux Watershed District’s Redpath Project. She discussed the Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) Findings 

Report for the Redpath Mitigation Plan review. She summarized the TEP recommendation for approval 

of the Redpath Project replacement plan with conditions.  The conditions listed include: the applicant 

must provide proof of ownership by easement or fee title and subsequent restrictions and covenants 

must be in place prior to construction. The applicant must also provide the Local Government Unit (LGU) 

with a copy of the final seeding plans and details for the mitigation site. A Wetland Replacement 

Vegetation Management Plan Checklist and maps were presented with a draft of the Notice of Decision.  

Gronfeld also discussed the purpose of requirement of financial assurance and the LGU’s options to 

waive the requirement.  The project is unique in several aspects due to its size, complexity, and the fact 

that the Watershed District as the applicant is a political subdivision of the State of MN.  The TEP 

recommendations for approval of the Redpath Project Wetland Replacement Plan application with 

conditions were unanimously approved as listed, as well as waiving the requirement for financial 

assurance, upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson. Gronfeld also updated the Board regarding 

the status of Pictometry flights for new aerial photography and GIS project development. 

Emily Conroy/Becca Turnquist/ Extension Office- Conroy discussed Volunteer week and a special 

appreciation event held. 4-H has also been working towards fundraising, securing close to $4,000.00 for 

summer programming and scholarships. This equates to no fee-based programs for this summer. 



 

 

Transportation continues to be a challenge. She also discussed other various youth programming within 

Traverse and the involvement of 1st Generation 4-H Members in bold and innovative ways. Conroy will 

also sit on a state task force around the subject, focusing on how to interest new members. Summer 

programming will run June 6 through August 29. There will also be field trips. Becca Turnquist discussed 

the Minnesota Department of Education site visit. They were very impressed with the turn-around in the 

program. They recommended hiring another staff. The position would be 32 hours per week, developing 

youth programs, assisting with after school programs, and assisting with recruitment of volunteers. 

Upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson, advertising for the position was approved.  

Kit Johnson/Auditor/Treasurer- Johnson discussed elections. Candidate filing for county and state 

offices are May 17 through May 31. Leininger and Salberg are currently up for county commissioner 

seats. Hoppe, Zimbrick, and Johnson are up for Soil and Water Board. Johnson discussed the presidential 

process and talk of the need for a statewide primary. He updated the Board regarding a large scanning 

project they are starting that will take years to complete. They are currently in the process of conducting 

the annual inventory. He also discussed preparing data for the Cost Allocation Plan.  

Matt Franzese/County Attorney- Franzese discussed a model ordinance for regulating open burning. 

The intent is to make it easier to get burning permits. A notice will be published and a public hearing 

held. 

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator- The minutes from April 5, 2016, were approved unanimously, 

upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg.  The following bills were approved unanimously upon 

a motion by T. Johnson and second by Monson: 
GAZETTE PUBLISHING CO.   2,236.00 

HOUSTON ENGINEERING, INC.   4,766.00 

INTERSTATE ENGINEERING   2,479.30 

LARSON OIL, INC   4,242.75 

WHALEY EXCAVATING, INC.   7,387.50 

Wilson Construction   7,740.00 

ZIEGLER, INC.   3,122.27 

Anderson Law Office, PA   3,000.00 

CARDMEMBER SERVICE   3,961.29 

GAZETTE PUBLISHING CO.   3,698.86 

WatchGuard Video   5,020.00 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 74, amounting to $30,350.80. 

 

Attested to by: 

 

_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator   Kevin Leininger/Board Chair 

 

 

 

 


