Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
April 18, 2017
The meeting was called to order by Commission Chair Kevin Leininger. Other commissioners present
included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Todd Johnson. The pledge was recited. The agenda
was approved unanimously, with the addition of new commissioner chairs for the Board room and
issues with the storm shelter at the RV Park, upon a motion by Salberg and second by Monson.
Bid Letting for CP 17-01-

Central Specialties 171,352.50
Fridgen Excavating LLC 116,000.00
Mark Sand and Gravel 244,312.50
Sibson Rock Products 120,587.50

Upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg, the project was unanimously awarded to Fridgen
Excavating.

Larry Haukos/Highway Engineer- Haukos provided an update on various projects. Leininger asked about
the gravel in Wendell. It will be removed. There is another pit that opened up there as well, that might
be an option in the future. Lynn Siegel, Emergency Manager, discussed a letter that was sent to the
commissioners regarding the RV Park and addressed a number of concerns. There was a question on
maintenance and the grant agreement designates Rosebud as the sub-grantee responsible for it. At this
point there is no documentation stating the county was responsible for any maintenance. Siegel
discussed the Peer Review and the project did not pass the Peer Review. FEMA revised their
requirements during the process of building it. The project deadline has been extended so the revised
requirements can be completed.

Kit Johnson/Auditor/Treasurer- Johnson received two bids on knocking down tax forfeited property.
Whaley’s were authorized to clean the houses out, knock the houses down, and fill in the lots. The
scanner has been ordered, received, and is being used. The tax sale will be May 1, 2017 at 9:00 AM.
Payroll has been adjusted per the new union and bargaining group contracts. The USDA loan
applications are ready to go. The golf course was discussed regarding difficulty to get 3.2 beer. They
could get strong beer and add to the wine license but the insurance is expensive. Trevor Wright, Sheriff,
is on the golf course board and requested the county board approve adding strong beer to the wine
license. The township would also need to approve it and they would need the insurance in place. All of
that being said, the county board, by consensus, agreed they would approve it should they move
forward with the other steps first.

Sara Gronfeld/Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning- Gronfeld appeared before the Board to discuss the
increased responsibilities within the planning and zoning program. She’s been looking at options for
assistance. Bruce Poppel is the Planning and Zoning Administrator in Wilkin County. He’s offered to
provide some consultation services with possible recommendations. By consensus the Board approved
the informal arrangement. Gronfeld also asked for guidance on permits and fees required for adding
basements. By consensus a permit and fee will be required, as a basement addition increases the
property value/square footage, versus other general maintenance that is done on property. Gronfeld



discussed lots at the Traverse Estates. The County Attorney has recommended denial of all new permit
applications until a law suit is settled against the development. The County Attorney is also getting a
second opinion.

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator- The minutes from April 4, 2017 Board meeting were approved
unanimously, upon a motion by T. Johnson and second by Monson. The following bills were approved
unanimously, upon a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson with a change in vendor for a check
to Jackie Arndt that should have went to a different vendor.

GAZETTE PUBLISHING CO. 3,680.32
INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP 4,338.00
MORRIS ELECTRONICS 3,857.24
RAPID ELECTRIC LLC 3,265.37
VIPOND/JENNIFER 2,030.97
CARDMEMBER SERVICE 4,345.46

BERT'S TRUCK EQUIPMENT OF 12,685.00

MOORHEAD

TOWMASTER 10,315.00

TRI COUNTY COOP 6,009.66

Twin Valley Tire Wheaton, Inc. 8,369.74

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 70, amounting to $28,732.71.
Allen Wold was reappointed to the Watershed Board by a vote of 4 to 1, upon a motion by Salberg and
second by Monson. T. Johnson opposed. Lisa Siegel discussed the RFP for county health insurance bids.
The insurance committee is recommending not going forward with PrimeHealth. One of the main
reasons is PrimeHealth has age-banded rates so our older employees who carry family coverage would
pay more. There is also concern on how it would impact our retirees. PrimeHealth is also requiring a
five-year commitment and is also new, so it may be more risk. Our local chiropractor would also not
accept PrimeHealth. No further recommendation is being made on which insurance to go with until
BCBS provides their rates for 2018. Monson discussed the commissioners not being included in the
meeting so they had no input. Commissioners will be invited to future insurance meetings and Siegel will
schedule another meeting with the consultant and Personnel Committee to review the pros and cons
and recommendation. The commissioner chairs in the Board room were discussed. Jim Smoger recalled
they were purchased around 1994, one of his first Commissioner meetings he covered. They now
squeak, and are tippy, and are quite uncomfortable. By consensus, Board Chair Kevin Leininger will look
into options for new chairs. Upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg the meeting was
unanimously closed for Attorney-client privilege regarding settling litigation. Upon a motion by Monson
and second by T. Johnson, the closed session was unanimously re-opened. Upon a motion T. Johnson
second by Salberg, the decision was to authorize a settlement pursuant to the best judgment of the
Assessor, with a 4-1 vote, Monson opposed.

Attested to by:

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator Kevin Leininger/Board Chair



