
 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

April 21, 2020 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Commission Chairman Mark Gail.  The Pledge 
of Allegiance was recited. This is a Special meeting being conducted pursuant to Minnesota 
Statute 13D.021, which allows a meeting be conducted by telephone or other electronic means 
during a health pandemic by the governor of the State of Minnesota in Minnesota Statute 
Chapter 12.  Appearing personally are Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Kevin Leininger and Mark 
Gail.  Appearing via Zoom is Todd Johnson.  Additionally, there are several members of the 
public listening in through Zoom.  The agenda was unanimously approved with the following 
addition, Dumont Sewer Project, upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg.            
 

Highway Department 
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, and Brian Koch, Maintenance Supervisor, appeared before 
Zoom with a Department update.    
 

SAP 078-615-015 (CSAH 15) was awarded to Riley Brothers Construction, Inc. for $1,502,213.87 
upon a motion by Leininger, second by Monson and approved unanimously.   
 

Upon a motion by Leininger and second by Monson it was approve unanimously to purchase 
the new County Park mower from Cenex in Wheaton for $8,000.   
 

Unanimous approval was given for the dust control quote from Knife River at $1.39/gallon upon 
a motion by Monson and second by T. Johnson.         
 

The deck pour is currently being done on Co Rd 76 Bridge.    
 

Traverse Care Center 
Dylan Hanson, Executive Director, appeared before the Board by Zoom.  Hanson went over the 
quarterly report which includes the current CMS 5 star status, they are overall at a 3.  He went 
over the resident; family; and employee satisfaction survey from 2019.  Top area of focus for 
resident and families are responsiveness of management; meaningfulness of activities; and 
commitment to family updates.  For employees are care concern of management and prompt 
follow up with staff.  Hanson also gave an update on how Traverse Care Center’s efforts to 
prepare and respond to COVID-19.        
 

Tax Forfeited Property 
Angela Knowles appeared before the Board by Zoom.  She inquired about purchasing her 
property at 1306 3rd Ave S back from the County before it goes on the tax forfeited sale.  K. 
Johnson explained that she can apply to the County Board to purchase it back and it is the 
County Board decision.  It would have to be a onetime payment that would include the 
delinquent tax, penalties, and this year’s taxes.  Monson asked what we have done in the past, 
K. Johnson said that the Board has gone with the city’s recommendation.  The City of Wheaton 
had yet to get back to K. Johnson prior to the meeting.  The Board decided to table this issue 
until May 5, 2020.  



 

Auditor/Treasurer 
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer, appeared before the Board by Zoom and gave a department 
update.  The Elections are still up in the air and he will wait to hear how they will be handled in 
the coming months and keep the Board informed.   
 
The following resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by Monson and second by 
Leininger:   
 

EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
COUNTY BOARD OF 

TRAVERSE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

HELD:  April 21, 2020 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the County Board of Traverse County, Minnesota, was 
duly held at the County Courthouse in said County on the 21

st
 day of April, 2020, beginning at 9:00 o'clock A.M. for 

the purpose, in part, of authorizing the competitive negotiated sale of the $1,820,000 General Obligation Drainage 
Bonds, Series 2020A, of said County. 

The following Commissioners were present:  Gail, T. Johnson, Leininger, Monson, Salberg    
and the following were absent:   
Commissioner Monson introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION # 20-07 

PROVIDING FOR THE COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATED SALE OF  

$1,820,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION DRAINAGE BONDS, SERIES 2020A 
 

A. WHEREAS, the County Board of Traverse County, Minnesota (the "County") has 
agreed to issue its General Obligation Drainage Bonds, Series 2020A, (the "Bonds") in order to finance 
the Bois de Sioux Watershed District Drainage Improvement Project associated with the Judicial Ditch 
No. 11 Project; and 

B. WHEREAS, the County has retained David Drown Associates, Inc., in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota ("David Drown"), as its independent financial advisor for the Bonds and is 
therefore authorized to sell the Bonds by a competitive negotiated sale in accordance with Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 475.60, Subdivision 2(9): 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Traverse County, 
Minnesota, as follows: 

1. Authorization.  The County Board hereby authorizes David Drown to solicit bids for 
the competitive negotiated sale of the Bonds. 

2. Meeting; Bid Opening.  The Board shall meet at the time and place specified in the 
Terms of Offering attached hereto as Exhibit A for the purpose of considering sealed bids for, and 
awarding the sale of, the Bonds.  The County Auditor, or designee, shall open bids at the time and place 
specified in such Terms of Offering. 

3. Terms of Offering.  The terms and conditions of the Bonds and the negotiation 
thereof are fully set forth in the "Terms of Offering" attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby approved and 
made a part hereof. 



 

4. Official Statement.  In connection with said competitive negotiated sale, the officers 
or employees of the County are hereby authorized to cooperate with David Drown and participate in the 
preparation of an official statement for the Bonds and to execute and deliver it on behalf of the County 
upon its completion. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by 
Commissioner Leininger and, after full discussion thereof and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following Board members voted in favor thereof:  Salberg, Monson, T. Johnson, Leininger and Gail.  

  
and the following voted against the same:. 
  
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

Approved this 21
st
 day of April, 2020. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF TRAVERSE 
 
 
 
 

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting Auditor of Traverse County, 

Minnesota, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the attached and foregoing extract of minutes 

with the original thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a full, true and complete transcript of the 

minutes of a meeting of the County Board of said County, duly called and held on the date therein 

indicated, insofar as such minutes relate to the County’s $1,820,000 General Obligation Drainage Bonds, 

Series 2020A. 

 

WITNESS my hand as such Auditor of the County this 21
st
 day of April, 2020. 

__________________________________ 
Kit Johnson 

County Auditor 
 
 

K. Johnson informed the Board that the audit has been pushed back until the fall.     
 

County Coordinator 
A motion was made by Monson to approve the April 7 and April 10, 2020, Board minutes, 
second by Leininger and approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Monson and second by 
Salberg, the following bills were approved unanimously: 
 

CITY OF ST. CLOUD   $4,942.24 

HOMETOWN PLANNING   $2,420.00 



 

HORMANN/MARK   $2,000.00 

MEND CORRECTIONAL CARE, PLLC   $2,581.89 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTARTION   $2,674.13 

OTTER TAIL POWER CO   $3,236.91 

RAINBOW RIDER   $2,158.00 

SGTS, INC.   $2,830.00 

TRAVERSE COUNTY AUDITOR/TREASURER   $34,597.39 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 47, amounting to 
$22,471.43.   
 

Morris Electronics our IT consultant has informed Zahl that our current computer switches that 
run the connection between our data rooms in each building are beyond capacity.  Zahl asked 
for approval to purchase up to 4 factory reconditioned switches for just under $20,000, this was 
approved unanimously upon a motion by Salberg and seconded by Monson.          
 
The following resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by T. Johnson and 
seconded by Salberg: 
 

RESOLUTION 20-06 
 

Resolution to support a Minnesota River - Headwaters  
One Watershed, One Plan Project. 

 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources has developed policies for coordination and 
development of comprehensive watershed management plans, also known as One Watershed, One Plan, 
consistent with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B.801, Comprehensive Watershed Management Planning 
Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B.301, Comprehensive Local Water Management Act, authorizes 
Minnesota Counties to develop and implement a local water management plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103D.401, Watershed Management Plan, authorizes Minnesota 
Watershed Districts to develop and implement a watershed management plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103C.331, subdivision 11, Comprehensive Plan, authorizes Minnesota Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts to develop and implement a comprehensive plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the counties, soil and water conservation districts, and watershed districts within the Lac qui Parle 
Watershed (#18) and Upper Minnesota River Watershed (#16), as identified in the attached One Watershed, One 
Plan Suggested Boundary Map, have interest in developing individual comprehensive watershed management 
plans for these areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the counties, soil and water conservation districts, and watershed districts within the Lac qui Parle 
Watershed District, #18, and Upper Minnesota River Watershed, #16, request that the Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources accept the proposed boundary change to watersheds #16, #18 and #20 as delineated in the 
attached Intended Boundaries Exhibit. Local Government Units believe these changes will allow for a more 
localized approach to One Watershed, One Plan by allowing the Lac qui Parle – Yellow Bank Watershed District to 
adopt the portion highlighted in yellow on the attached exhibit of the suggested Minnesota River 1W1P planning 
boundary #16 that lies within the Lac qui Parle – Yellow Bank Watershed District legal jurisdiction into their plan. In 
addition, the hashed portion in #16 will be adopted into the Chippewa 1W1P. 
 



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Traverse County recognizes and supports watershed-scale planning 
efforts consistent with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B.801, also known as One Watershed, One Plan; and 
 
BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that Traverse County agrees with and supports the boundary change identified in the 
attached map and requests, from BWSR, an approval of the planning boundary change as identified; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Traverse County welcomes the opportunity to collaborate with the counties, soil 
and water conservation districts, and watershed districts within the Minnesota River – Headwaters for watershed-
scale planning efforts in the future; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Traverse County supports an application to the Board of Water and Soil Resources 
for a planning grant to develop a comprehensive watershed management plan and anticipates entering into a 
Memorandum of Agreement with the counties, soil and water conservation districts, and watershed districts 
within the Upper Minnesota River Watershed, to collaborate on this effort, pending selection as a recipient of a 
planning grant.  
 
 
By:______________________ 
 
Title: ____________________ 
 
Date: ____________________ 

 
Lynn Siegel, Emergency Manager, gave a COVID-19 update.  Siegel has been working with the 
school and internet providers to get all school age children internet.  She has been working on 
the Traverse County Mass Fatality Plan and there is a meeting with our Coroner, Law 
Enforcement, Sanford, Public Health and local funeral home on Friday to go over the plan.  She 
has been helping the Fire Departments with their drive for masks.        
 

 
 
Gail adjourned the meeting at 10:33 a.m. 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Mark Gail, Board Chairman         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


