
Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

April 19, 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Commission Chairman Tom Monson. Other 
Commissioners present were Todd Johnson, Kayla Schmidt, Dave Salberg and Mark Gail was listening in 
via zoom. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The agenda was approved unanimously 4-0 upon a 
motion by Salberg and second by Schmidt. The minutes from the April 5, 2022 Board meeting were 
approved unanimously, 4-0, upon a motion by Schmidt and second by T. Johnson. Roger Schwagerl was 
present before the Board on behalf of Windsor Township for the public comment period to address 
Hall’s Drive.   
 

Highway Department 
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer and Brian Koch, County Maintenance Supervisor appeared before the 

Board.  Gillespie presented two options for proceeding with Hall’s Drive.  The first option was to pass a 

resolution to adopt Hall’s Drive as a county road and the second option was to leave Hall’s Drive as a 

township road and the county will charge them for maintenance. Salberg made a motion to proceed 

with a resolution to adopt Hall’s Drive as a county road, second by T. Johnson the motion passed 

unanimously, 4-0.  Gillespie presented a contract for signatures to proceed with construction on 

highway 6.  Gillespie asked for approval for payment to Murphy Partial in the amount of $75,805.20, he 

added that 1% of the remaining dollar amount is being withheld until the contractor is completely done.  

Schmidt made a motion to approve the payment, Salberg provided a second and the motion was passed 

unanimously 4-0. 

Soil and Water Conservation District 
Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.  She reported that her office has 

received 4 applications for the Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Upgrade Grant, all applicants were 

qualified, and the contracts were approved.  Gronfeld informed the Board that the Pictometry Flight is 

set to begin soon. Gronfeld informed the Board that The Grow Your Dollar Workshop that was held on 

March 29, 2022 was well attended.  The USDA Service Center is now open, Conservation Corps seasonal 

individual placement interview process is underway, and she concluded her update with the pending 

delivery of trees.  T. Johnson asked about cost share for shoreline stabilization, Gronfeld said there are 

potential funding options available and that SWCD staff are eager to provide site evaluations. 

Auditor 
Kit Johnson appeared before the Board with a department update.  K. Johnson presented the Board with 

the following Resolution that was approved unanimously, 4-0, upon a motion by Salberg and second by 

Schmidt:   

Traverse County Resolution for Adoption of County Commissioner Districts 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 375 establishes the procedure and requires a process for redistricting 

County Commissioner districts based on population figures from the Federal Census; and,  

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute section 204B.135, subd. 2 requires that County Commissioner Districts be 

redistricted within 80 days of when the legislature has been redistricted or at least 15 weeks before the state 

primary election, whichever comes first; and,  



WHEREAS, pursuant to these statutes the 2020 Federal Census population figures shall be used to redistrict the 

Traverse County Commissioner Districts by April 26, 2022, and that Commissioner Districts shall be bounded by 

town, municipal, ward, city district, or precinct lines; and,  

WHEREAS, Traverse County published a three week notice in the newspaper having the contract for publishing the 

commissioner’s proceedings for the county for 2022; and,  

WHEREAS, Traverse County conducted a public meeting on redistricting on April 5th, 2022:  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Traverse County Board of Commissioners hereby redistricts the County 

of Traverse following town, municipal, city district, or precinct lines as reestablished in April, 2022, and 

reestablishes the length of terms as follows:  

Traverse County Commissioner District #1 – The City of Browns Valley and Folsom Township.  (2022 election for 2 

year term, then ongoing 4 year terms) 

Traverse County Commissioner District #2 - The City of Dumont and Arthur, Croke, Dollymount, Leonardsville, 

Parnell, Tara, and Windsor Townships.  (2022 election for 4 year term, then ongoing 4 year terms) 

Traverse County Commissioner District #3 – (Wheaton Precinct 2) – That part of the city lying west of the line 

dividing the City of Wheaton as follows:   starting at a point on the northern line of the city limits on a line directly 

north of 12th Street N, thence due south to a point where 12th Street N intersects with 4th Ave N, thence east down 

4th Ave N to a point where 4th Ave N intersects with 10th Street, thence south on 10th Street to a point where 10th 

Street intersects with Front Street, thence south east on front Street to a point on the south line of the city limits.  

(2022 election for 2 year term, then ongoing 4 year terms) 

 Traverse County Commissioner District #4 – (Wheaton Precinct 1) – That part of the city lying east of the line 

dividing the City of Wheaton as follows:   starting at a point on the northern line of the city limits on a line directly 

north of 12th Street N, thence due south to a point where 12th Street N intersects with 4th Ave N, thence east down 

4th Ave N to a point where 4th Ave N intersects with 10th Street, thence south on 10th Street to a point where 10th 

Street intersects with Front Street, thence south east on front Street to a point on the south line of the city limits.  

(2022 election for 4 year term, then ongoing 4 year terms) 

Traverse County Commissioner District #5 –  The City of Tintah and Clifton, Lake Valley, Monson, Redpath, Taylor, 

Tintah, and Walls Townships.  (2022 election for 2 year term, then ongoing 4 year terms) 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Administrator is directed to file the redistricting plan with the County Auditor by 

the end of the day, April 19, 2022, to be effective for the 2022 primary and general election and to publish in the 

Wheaton Gazette.  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the districts are, for illustrative purposes, identified in a map of the county (including 

city precincts) marked Exhibit A and chart marked Exhibit B which by reference is hereby made a part hereof. 

Adopted by the County Board this 19th day of April, 2022. 

 

___________________________________ County Coordinator 

K. Johnson informed the Board that 3 properties in Browns Valley have been forfeited, and the City of 

Browns Valley would like to purchase them. K. Johnson proposed a price of $150 per lot to cover filing 

fees and other associated costs however this amount will not cover the entirety of the other 

requirements to transfer the properties.  T. Johnson made a motion to approve the proposal per 

Minnesota State Statute 282.01, Subd.1a and Schmidt seconded, the motion passed unanimously, 4-0. 



K. Johnson had applied for a grant from  

Help America Vote Act that was awarded in the amount of $20,754.52 to put toward election security.  

County Coordinator 
Upon motion by Salberg and second by Schmidt the following bill were approve unanimously. 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 67 in the amount of $24,457.05 
 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator presented the Board with a the following Resolution which was approved 
unanimously, 4-0, upon motion by Schmidt and seconded by T. Johnson:   
 

Resolution No. 22-12 
A RESOLUTION OF TRAVERSE COUNTY APPROVING THE USE OF ARPA SLFRF FUNDS USING THE STANDARD 

ALLOWANCE PROTOCOL 

WHEREAS, Traverse County will receive 2 equal payments of funding through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

under the State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) program totaling $633,023.00; and,  

WHEREAS, the SLFRF final rule delivers broader flexibility and greater simplicity in the program, offering a standard 

allowance for revenue loss of up to $10 million, allowing recipients to select between a standard amount of 

revenue loss or complete a full revenue loss calculation.  Recipients that select the standard allowance may use 

that amount – in many cases their full award – for government services, with streamlined reporting requirements; 

and,  

WHEREAS, the standard allowance indicates that any amount attributable under lost revenue replacement due to 

the COVID-19 public health emergency can be used towards government services, but cannot be used to directly 

or indirectly to offset tax reductions or delay a tax or tax increase, and funds cannot be deposited into any pension 

fund; and,  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Traverse County Board of Commissioners agrees to use the 

$633,023.00 as allotted to them by the standard allowance.  

Adopted by the County Board this 19th day of April, 2022. 

___________________________________ 
Tom Monson, Chairman 
 

Cardmember Services 6672.68 
City of St. Cloud 4924.63 
Counties Providing Technology 5105.52 
Gazette Publishing 5077.00 
Mark Hormann 2000.00 
Mend Correctional Care, PLLC 2766.02 
Morris Electronics 6950.25 
Regents of the University of Minnesota 15389.80 
SGTS, Inc 2830.00 
Traverse Care Center 2232.00 
Tri-County Coop Oil Assn. 5965.70 
Gerald Murphy 75805.20 
Tri-County Coop Oil Assn. 7776.61 
Ziegler Inc 3883.52 



Under general updates, Salberg provided the Board with information he received from Representative 
Backer that, Representative Westrom is purportedly working on sourcing grant monies for a new 
Traverse County courthouse, continued discussion regarding a new county courthouse took place. 
 

Commissioner Reports 
Salberg attended the Soil & Walter, PrimeWest, and Western Probation Services meetings. 
 
Monson adjourned the meeting at 11:26 a.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Tom Monson, Chairman 


