Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
April 1, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners
present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, and Kayla Schmidt. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Upon
a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Metz, the agenda was unanimously approved with the addition of
the Browns Valley Food Shelf. There were no conflicts of interest expressed. The March 18, 2025,
regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Metz.

Highway Department
County Engineer Chad Gillespie and County Maintenance Supervisor Brian Koch appeared before the
Board. Gillespie asked for approval to purchase a used Mastic Melter — Pothole Patcher and Depression
filler for $10,000.00 from Mn DOT. Gillespie explained that when we need to use one we have to rent it
and new they are $104,000.00. This was approved unanimously upon a motion by Nelson and seconded
by Metz. Gillespie informed the Board that the final plans for the County Park parking lot were sent to
the DNR. They received the City of Wheaton LRIP Plan from Moore Engineering, this was sent to State
Aid for review. They sent out Requests for Quotes for Dust Control. Graveling quotes for CSAH 9 from
South County Line to CSAH 4 have been sent out. There was an internal meeting to discuss the Large
Traffic Generator (Wind Turbines) Road Use Agreement. Highway fixed Hall’s Drive landing and put
docks in at the accesses. They are working on getting quotes to replace the solar lights south of
Wheaton off TH 75 and CSAH 9. Gillespie gave a bridge project update with the opening on April 11.
There is an upcoming preconstruction meeting with the contractors for all three of the upcoming road
projects. Taylor Township has voted against the wheelage tax.

Law Enforcement Center
Sheriff Trevor Wright and Jail Administrator Blayne Olson appeared before the Board. The jail census for
March was 25.09%. Staffing update: Interviews were held, and an offer was extended for a
Communications/Corrections Officer and a Deputy Sheriff.

Soil and Water Conservation District
District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.
The county program updates were provided, there was one new SSTS Upgrade Grant application
received and the Feedlot Program annual review has been completed. Upon a motion by Nelson and
second by Metz the 2024 Feedlot Annual Report was approved unanimously. One Watershed One
Plan/Comprehensive Watershed Management updates were given, The Bois de Sioux Mustinka Plan has
two project bids that were accepted and construction has started. The Upper Minnesota River Plan
engineering design work is underway for three projects. Soil and Water Conservation District updates
included DNR Walk in Access program, Field Work, and upcoming meetings.

County Coordinator
Upon motion by Metz and a second from Nelson, the following bills were approved unanimously.

ANDERSON LAW OFFICE, PA $4,187.50
HOMETOWN PLANNING $3,092.50



MIKE’S ALIGNMENT AND BRAKE $2,839.00
TWIN VALLEY TIRE WHEATON, INC. $3,898.50
MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SER. $19,201.90

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 42 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $14,959.55.

Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor Chad Klindworth received a quote for $2,800.00 to resurface the
Courthouse stairs as they require repair. It was the consensus of the Board for Klindworth to get two
guotes for the replacement of the stairs. Klindworth also received a quote for the deep cleaning of the
Courthouse, Law Enforcement Center, and Social Services Buildings for $9,919.13, this has not been
done since 2015. It was the consensus of the Board to come up with other ideas for cleaning rather
than hiring a company to do it. Nelson made a motion to approve the Highway union agreement subject
to legal review and to give Olson the authorization to sigh when the document is in final form, second by
Schmidt and approved unanimously. The Commissioners received a letter from the Browns Valley Food
Shelf asking for help with the replacement of their damaged roof which will cost $38,887.00. The
Commissioners held a discussion and wanted the following information, if we are unable to provide the
full amount will the roof still get fixed, how much are we paying for utilities in the Extension/Food Shelf
building in Wheaton, and how much do we give to the other non-profit entities in the County. This item
was tabled until the next Board meeting.

Public Comment Period
No public comments.

Commissioner Committee Reports
Nelson attended two Personnel Committee meetings, Building Committee, Bois de Sioux Watershed,
Western Prairie Personnel Committee and Executive Committee. Schmidt attended the Building
Committee meeting, Bois de Sioux Watershed, AMC update, Law Library, Road Use meeting and
Emergency Services Board.

Olson adjourned the meeting at 9:55 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Jerrel Olson, Chair



