
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

March 19, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Commission Chair Todd Johnson. Other 
commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Mark Gail, and Kevin Leininger.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Upon a motion by Monson and second by Leininger, the 
agenda was approved unanimously with the following additions: John Schuster requesting to 
repurchase forfeited properties; resolution declaring State of Emergency; update mobile device 
policy.                            
 

Probation 
Tony Frisch, Director of Court Services/Probation, appeared before the Board.  He asked the 
Board to approve a Joint Powers Agreement between the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
(BCA) and Traverse County Probation and Parole Department allowing Traverse County 
Probation to run criminal background checks.  The Joint Powers Agreement along with the 
following resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by Salberg and second by 
Monson: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ____19-05___________ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS WITH THE COUNTY OF TRAVERSE ON BEHALF 
OF ITS COUNTY PROBATION AND PAROLE DEPARTMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the County of Traverse on behalf of its County Probation and Parole Department desires to enter into Joint Powers 
Agreements with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to use systems and 
tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications network for which the County is eligible.  The Joint Powers 
Agreements further provide the County with the ability to add, modify and delete connectivity, systems and tools over the five 
year life of the agreement and obligates the County to pay the costs for the network connection. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Traverse, Minnesota as follows: 
 

1. That the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of Minnesota acting through its Department 
of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the County of Traverse on behalf of its County Probation and Parole 
Department are hereby approved.  
 

2. That the Director, Anthony Frisch, or his successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for the County Probation and 
Parole Department.  The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that 
may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the County’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State. 
 

3.  That __Todd Johnson___, the Chair of the County of Traverse and _Lisa Zahl___, a County Board Coordinator are authorized 
to sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements. 
 

Passed and Adopted by the Council on this _____ day of _________-, ______. 
 

COUNTY OF TRAVERSE 
 
_________________________________ 
By:  Todd Johnson 
Its Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
By:  Lisa Zahl 
County Coordinator  



 

 

Highway Department 
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, presented the department update along with Mike Doll, Senior 
Engineering Technician and Brian Koch, Highway Maintenance Supervisor.  The following 
Resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by Leininger and second by Monson: 
 

RESOLUTION 
19-06 

 

Whereas: The Traverse County Board of Commissioners desires to implement the following Sandbag Policy. 
Therefore, be it resolved: That the following policy shall go into effect as of this date, March 19, 2019. 

Traverse County Sandbag Policy 
Traverse County Emergency Manager and County Highway Department will work with the Cities within the County with the 
coordination needed to protect Public Infrastructure. Cities will be responsible for the sandbags they receive. Traverse County 
Residents can purchase sandbags from the Emergency Management Department at the address below.  
Emergency Management Department Address 
708  3rd Ave North, Wheaton, MN 56296 
 

Prepayment Required - Make Checks Payable to: Traverse County 
Prices will vary by year based on supplier prices. 2019 Price = $0.65/bag 
Note: Filling bags with sand will be up to the individuals and can be done at the sites listed below. 
 

Traverse County Residents can get sand at these designated sites within the County.  
Wheaton –2

nd
 Ave N and 2

nd
 St N in Wheaton (By Recycling Center) 

Dumont – County Outshop: Hwy 75 & Brown St, or a place designated by Dumont Fire Department. 
Browns Valley - County Outshop: 2nd Ave S & Park St in Browns Valley 
Tintah - County Outshop: Dakota Ave & 3

rd
 St in Tintah  

 

Another option is for individuals to purchase sandbags and sand through other sources. Two companies we are aware of that 
sell sandbags. 
Locators & Supplies, Inc.    Berg Bag Company 
1614 West Fir Avenue    410 3rd Ave N. 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537    Minneapolis, MN 55401 
Phone: 866.950.9999    Phone: 612.332.8845 
 
Prepared By:  ________________________________          _______________ 
   Emergency Manager   Date 
   
Coordination with:  ________________________________            _______________ 
   County Highway Department   Date 
 
Approved By:  ________________________________          _______________ 
   Chair, County Board of Commissioners  Date 
 
Attest:   ________________________________          _______________ 
   County Coordinator   Date 
 

Gillespie asked the Board if they want to spend any money for ditch snow and ice removal with-
in County right-of-ways when our roads are not at risk but it would possible save a private 
residence from flooding.  This would not be reimbursed from FEMA and we did not budget for 
this.  Gail asked if this was something that they could contact a private company to do, Gillespie 
said yes.  Leininger and Salberg mentioned that once you open one ditch then it will move 
downstream and others will need them opened.  Monson said that we should do something 
only if it is affecting our county roads.  T. Johnson said that we are not in the ditch cleaning 
business.  It is the consensus of the County Board that we are not going to clean out snow and 
ice from the County right-of-ways for private residents.   



 

 

Gillespie sent request for dust control quotes to 3 different contractors and spring load 
restrictions start today.   
 

Auditor/Treasurer 
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer gave a department update.  Upon a motion by Leininger and 
second by Monson the Wheaton Golf Course was approved unanimously for the following; beer 
license; wine and strong beer license; and consumption and display permit.     
 

The office is working on delinquent taxes; there are 4 stages before a parcel is forfeited.  There 
were 35 parcels that were nearing the forfeiter stage but only 5 went through to become 
forfeited.    
 

Tax statements are at the outsource mailer and should be mailed out shortly.       
 

County Coordinator 
A motion was made by Gail to approve the March 5, 2019 Board minutes, seconded by 
Monson, the minutes were approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Leininger and second by 
Monson, the following bills were approved unanimously: 

BORDER STATES COOPERATIVE   $3,543.59 

KRIS ENGINEERING, INC.   $16,780.64 

LARSON OIL, INC   $26,824.00 

WELLS FARGO, FINANCIAL LEASING   $15,740.29 

ZIEGLER, INC.   $4,293.15 

CARDMEMBER SERVICES   $6,539.40 

CITY OF ST. CLOUD   $4,890.82 

COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY   $4,696.38 

HOMETOWN PLANNING   $2,350.00 

MEND CORRECTIONAL CARE, PLLC   $2,532.00 

NORTHLAND BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC   $2,100.00 

WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CT   $2,715.00 

 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 67, amounting to 
$26,610.64.   
 

John Schuster appeared before the Board.  He asked the Board if he could purchase back his 
two parcels in Tintah that were forfeited for non-payment of taxes.  The County Board in the 
past has not allowed anyone to buy back their property after it has been forfeited unless it is in 
the public’s interest.  The Board also looks to the City for their recommendation and the City of 
Tintah would recommend that we do not allow him to repurchase the parcels.  Kit Johnson, 
Auditor/Treasurer, said that the process after the property has been forfeited is that the 
property is then offered to the municipality, which in the case would be the City of Tintah.    If 
the city doesn’t claim the parcels then they go on the auction and Mr. Schuster would have the 
opportunity to buy them back at that time but not for less than what the delinquent and 
current taxes are plus the selling price.  The consensus of the Board is to follow what we have 
done in the past and not allow a repurchase at this time.   
 



 

 

Due to the pre-ditch cleaning that is being done by the Bois de Sioux Watershed, Lynn Siegel, 
Emergency Manager, asked Lisa Zahl to present to the Board the following resolution that was 
approved unanimously upon a motion by Monson and second by Salberg:   

Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency 
 

WHEREAS the Flooding impacted the population of Traverse County and its cities; and 
 

WHEREAS the Flooding event has caused a significant amount of public property damage; and 
 

WHEREAS the Traverse County Department of Emergency Management request the Traverse county Board of Commissioners 
to declare Traverse County in a STATE OF EMERGENCY for the Flooding event of 2019; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Traverse County Board of Commissioners declare Traverse County in a State of 
Emergency for conditions resulting from the Flooding event of 2019. 
 

Adoped by the Traverse County Board of Commissioners this 19
th

 day of March, 2019. 
 

ATTEST: 
 

I, Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator, hereby attest that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Traverse County Board of 
Commissioners on the 19

th
 day of March, 2019.   

 
___________________________________________ 
County Commissioner Board Chair 
 
___________________________________________ 
County Administrator 

  
The revised Mobile Devise Agreement was approved unanimously upon a motion by Leininger 
and second by Monson.    
 
  

T. Johnson adjourned the meeting at 10:12 a.m. 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Todd Johnson, Board Chairman         


