
 

 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

March 4, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chair Jerrel Olson. Other Commissioners 

present were Dwight Nelson, Chad Metz, and Kayla Schmidt. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Upon 

a motion by Schmidt and seconded by Nelson, the agenda was unanimously approved with the addition 

of the Browns Valley Statewide Affordable Housing Aid request. There were no conflicts of interest 

expressed. The February 18, 2025, regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved upon a motion 

by Nelson and seconded by Metz.    

Highway Department 
County Engineer Chad Gillespie appeared via Zoom, and County Maintenance Supervisor Brian Koch 

appeared before the Board.  Gillespie asked for approval to award SAP 078-609-021 & SAP 078-702-003 

to Mark Sand & Gravel Co. for $2,719,755.23. This was approved unanimously upon a motion by 

Schmidt and seconded by Metz.  Upon a motion by Nelson and seconded by Metz it was unanimously 

approved to award SP 078-615-017 after all contingencies have been met to Mark Sand & Gravel Co. for 

$2,403,299.24.  Metz made a motion to approve the same plan with the Army Corps of Engineers at the 

Mustinka Access as we approved last year, second by Nelson and approved unanimously. Gillespie 

informed the Board that they received the budgeted 2024 pickup in February.  He gave an update on the 

Bridge Project and the Highway Users Tax Distribution Fund for Local Roads and Bridges.  Gillespie also 

gave a reminder that we follow MNDOT’s Spring Load restrictions and that the public can sign up for 

email updates at https://www.dot.state.mn.us/loadlimits/          

Law Enforcement Center 
Sheriff Trevor Wright was unable to attend the meeting.                       

Soil and Water Conservation District 
District Administrative Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.  

The county program updates were provided, there was one new SSTS Upgrade Grant application 

received and the Feedlot Program annual review has been completed.  One Watershed One 

Plan/Comprehensive Watershed Management updates were delivered, Bois de Sioux Mustinka Plan has 

two projects out for bids, and construction is pending the upcoming field season.  The Upper Minnesota 

River Plan engineering design work is underway for three projects.  Soil and Water Conservation District 

updates included the upcoming Herbicide and Cover Crop workshop, RCPP Soil Health Grants, and a field 

work update.        

Zoning 
Zoning Administrator Ben Oleson appeared before the Board. Oleson went over the Conditional Use 
Permit that was brought before the Board.  The Planning Commission’s recommendation is for approval 
of a Conditional Use Permit with 3 recommended conditions, for the excavation, grading and filling of 
approximately 3,000 cubic years of material within the Conservation District and an adjacent steep slope 
to stabilize an eroding slope and install two stairways, one boat access pathway and ramp, retaining 
walls and a water-oriented accessary structure and to use the excavated material to level out an area of 
construction of a future home and accessory structures.  Nelson made a motion to approve the 
conditional use permit with the conditions and the findings of facts as were recommended by the 
Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment, second by Metz and approved unanimously.  The Solar and 



 

 

Battery Ordinance and Wind Energy Ordinances were discussed. The Planning Commission is having a 
meeting the following day, the Board will wait for their recommendation before a decision is made.   
      

County Coordinator 
Upon motion by Metz and a second from Nelson, the following bills were approved unanimously. 

ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCARE, INC. $5,510.08 
HOMETOWN PLANNING $3,092.50 

MN OFFICE OF ENTERPIRSE TECHNOLOGY 
MORRIS ELECTRONICS 
KARL CHEVROLET, INC. 

$2,362.38 
$2,536.59 
$59,355.13 

MINNEWASKA COMMUNITY HEALTH SER. $21,341.40 

NOLAN LAW OFFICE $2,980.00 
CEP $5,251.87 
DAWN WEBER $2,900.00 
DHS $12,821.17 
COST EFFECTIVE HEALTH INSURANCE $2,197.70 
TRAVERSE COUNTY $35,514.24 

Per M.S. §375.12, there were 36 claims of less than $2,000.00, totaling $16,222.61. 
   
There was a motion by Metz to close the meeting to discuss strategy for labor negotiations per 
Minnesota Statute 13D.03, seconded by Schmidt and approved unanimously.  There was a motion by 
Nelson to open the meeting, seconded by Metz, and approved unanimously.  
 
Nelson made a motion to approve the AFSCME union agreement subject to legal review and to give 
Olson the authorization to sign when the document is in final form, second by Schmidt and approved 
unanimously.  The Browns Valley EDA made a request for funds from the MN Statewide Affordable 
Housing Aid (SAHA) in the amount of $95,000.00, which will be used to advance their ongoing efforts to 
improve housing availability and habitability within Browns Valley.  Upon a motion by Schmidt and 
seconded by Nelson this passed with a 3-0 vote with Metz abstaining due to a conflict of interest.          

 
Public Comment Period 

No public comments.       
 

Commissioner Committee Reports 
Schmidt attended the Planning and Zoning, Law Library, Bois de Sioux Watershed, and our Public 
Hearing.  Nelson attended the Planning and Zoning, Bois de Sioux Watershed, Personnel Committee and 
Public Hearing.      
 
Olson adjourned the meeting at 9:55 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator    Jerrel Olson, Chair 


