
 

 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

March 2, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Dave Salberg. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. This meeting is being conducted pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
13D.021, which allows a meeting be conducted by telephone or other electronic means during 
a health pandemic by the governor of the State of Minnesota in Minnesota Statute Chapter 12.  
Appearing personally are Dave Salberg, Mark Gail, Kayla Schmidt, Tom Monson, and Todd 
Johnson.  Members of the public are appearing via Zoom. The agenda was unanimously 
approved with the following additions:  Bois de Sioux manager term expiration; air conditioner 
in the Social Services server room; and Wheaton Golf Course licenses; upon a motion by 
Monson and seconded by Gail.            

 
Highway Department 

Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, and Brian Koch, Maintenance Supervisor appeared before the 
Board.  Gillespie gave the Board a department update.   
 

Gillespie asked for approval to award 3 tied projects for SAPs 078-615-016; 078-604-024; and 
078-600-001 to Central Specialties, Inc. for $2,098,450.75.  This was approved upon a motion 
by Monson and seconded by Gail.   
 

Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt, it was approved unanimously to purchase a 
replacement mower for the County Park from Tri County Coop for $9,499.00.  Gillespie 
informed the Board that we did receive a check from the insurance company for the stolen 
mower in the amount of $7,249.16.   
 

Gillespie finished with some general updates, he did a surrounding county comparison chart 
and gave the Board the report he had given for the 2021 Annual Township Meeting.  Gillespie 
also mentioned that the Highway Department is waiting on a large sum from FEMA.  The 
MNDOT weight restrictions will start March 5th, there are text alerts available off the MNDOT 
website if anyone is interested in signing up.          
 

     
Law Enforcement Center 

Sheriff Trevor Wright, appeared before the Board with a department update.          
 

The Jail inspector is at the jail right now so Brenda Bartz, Jail Administrator, was unable to 
attend the meeting.  Sheriff Wright presented the February jail report to the Board, the usage 
at the jail was 73.49%. 
 

Sheriff Wright informed the Board about the vehicle that went through the ice last Monday.  
The Divers Clubhouse out of Alexandria was able to get the vehicle out of the lake on Friday.    
The cost was approximately $6,500.00 and the owner of the vehicle will be billed for it.   

 
 
 



 

 

Bois de Sioux Watershed District 
Jamie Beyer, Bois de Sioux Watershed District, appeared before the Board to discuss the 2021 
drainage ditch project.  Also appearing are Shannon Sweeney of David Drown Associates, Inc., 
and Jim Guler of Moore Engineering, via Zoom.  This is Judicial Ditch #6, a majority of the ditch 
is in Wilkin County and part of it is in Traverse County.  Approximately 61% of the 40 
landowners of the JD #6 assessment area signed the petition for this project. It is believed that 
because the majority of the ditch is in Wilkin County they will do the bonding for the project, 
Traverse County will need to enter into an agreement with Wilkin County that we will levy for 
those Traverse County landowners for the project.             

 
Soil & Water Conservation District 

District Manager Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update.              
 

Gronfeld informed the Board there were no new permit applications for the Subsurface Sewage 
Treatment System (SSTS) program.               
 

The application for wetland delineation review and no-loss request for the Dollymount 
Township 730th Ave. Road Improvement Project had no comments and this was approved 
without conditions.         
 

Annual review is completed for the MPCA Feedlot Program and the goals of the work plan were 
met satisfactorily.       
 

The Bois de Sioux-Mustinka Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan was presented to the 
Board of Water and Soil Resources and the Agency approved the plan.   
 

The Upper MN River 1W1P application is continuing to move forward.  Gronfeld will represent 
Traverse County and Soil and Water Conservation District on the Staff Committee.  The Board 
will need to appoint an elected official to the Policy Committee at a later date.  Gronfeld will be 
getting more information regarding a Geologic Atlas update of Traverse County which will 
include ground water and mineral resources.  She will update the Board when she learns more 
information.  BWSR Performance Review & Assistance Program has sent out information to all 
the Board members to return to them, please get this completed.  Buffer inspections are 
underway.                
 

The USDA Service Center remains locked with business by appointment only.     
 

Assessors 
Dianne Reinart, County Assessor, appeared before the Board to set the County Board of 
Equalization date.  The Board agreed on Wednesday, June 16, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.   

 
County Coordinator 

A motion was made by Gail to approve the February 16, 2021 Board minutes, seconded by T. 
Johnson, and approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Monson, the 
following bills were approved unanimously:  
  

BAKER TILLY MUNICIPAL ADVISORS, LLC   $2,100.00 



 

 

BRANDON COMMUNCIATIONS   $10,779.81 

BREMER BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION   $29,193.44 

CITY OF ST. CLOUD   $4,942.24 

DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES   $3,472.50 

FLEET SERVICES   $3,291.74 

HORIZON PUBLIC HEALTH   $6,226.50 

ONSOLVE, LLC    $7,821.00 

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CTR 
JMD MANUFACTURING, INC. 

  $5,887.29 
$3,044.00 
$2,420.49 

 
Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000 or less were 36, amounting to 
$18,114.81.   
 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator informed the Board that the Executive Committee met and 
finalized the Traverse County Business Relief Grants.  There were 13 businesses that were 
awarded grants.  Monson said that he thought that there were 3 nonprofits that should have 
been awarded grants that weren’t, these included 2 auxiliaries and one church circle.  Zahl 
explained that the bill language was to emphasize assistance to business operations and 
nonprofits that operate similar to business.  Grant funds must be used by the eligible business 
or nonprofit for operations expenses incurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as property 
taxes, insurance costs, legal fees, payroll, rent, utilities, and other operations expenses.  Zahl 
contacted County Attorney Matt Franzese along with the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development who both agreed that these would not be considered 
nonprofits that operate similar to businesses.  Upon a motion by Gail and seconded by Schmidt 
the following businesses grant agreements were approved by a 3 – 1 vote with Monson 
opposed and T. Johnson abstained:   

Renee's Rusty, LLC $20,000.00 

Dumont Bar and Grill LLC $10,000.00 

Maudal's Truck and Trailer Sales, Inc. $10,000.00 

Wheaton Liq Inc. $20,000.00 

It's Always Sunnee Salon $10,000.00 

Fuzzy Checks Boutique LLC $15,797.00 

American Legion Merton Dale Post 80 $45,000.00 

Gazette Publishing Inc $10,000.00 

Wing & Fin on Lake Traverse $12,344.00 

Shear Exstasy Studio, Inc. $16,847.00 

Raguse Bus Lines $40,000.00 

Wheaton Country Club Inc $11,000.00 

The Traverse County Agricultural Associations (Fair) $30,000.00 

     

Zahl asked the Board if they would be interested in going out for bids for both the garbage removal at 
the county park and pest control at the County buildings.  Zahl has been approached by competitors for 
both and they would like to give a bid. The Board consensus was to go out for bids on both.   



 

 

 
Steven Schmidt’s term as Bois de Sioux Board Manager will expire on April 30, 2021.  Commissioner K. 
Schmidt made a motion to reappoint Steven Schmidt seconded by Monson with the following 
discussion.  Salberg would like to advertise since that is what we have always done.  With no other 
discussion Salberg called for a vote, which passed unanimously.   
 
We received another quote for the air conditioner in the Social Services server room from John Braaten 
of Wheaton Heating and Air Conditioning.  Braaten would suggest waiting to replace it to find out if the 
noise is coming from the motor and if so, to just replace that.  The Board agreed to wait to find out if it is 
the motor.   
 
Upon a motion by T. Johnson and seconded by Monson the Wheaton Country Club three licenses for 
wine with strong beer, the 3.2 license and consumption and display license were approved unanimously.   

  
 

Salberg adjourned the meeting at 9:59 a.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Dave Salberg, Board Chairman                


