Traverse County Commission
Regular Board Meeting
February 4, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Commission Chairman Mark Gail. Other
Commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, and Kevin Leininger. The Pledge
of Allegiance was recited. The agenda was unanimously approved, upon a motion by Salberg
and second by Monson, with the addition of Term Limits.

Highway Department
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, and Brian Koch, Maintenance Supervisor, appeared before the
Board. Gillespie gave the Board a department update. The total State Aid allocation is
$3,710,139.00.

Flood updates were given by Gillespie, he explained that Traverse County is the only county
that administers flood repairs for organized Townships in the State. Because of this, Traverse
County needs to levy for additional money so that we can pay the costs upfront for the
Townships when a flood happens. The Highway Department doesn’t have a set line item for
this, so they put extra money into the reserves for this purpose. Traverse County does not
charge the Townships for Administration fees. We still have not received our FEMA money for
the Spring Flood.

Gillespie is looking into front-end mounted snow blower options for future equipment
purchase.

Bois de Sioux watershed
Jamie Beyer, Administrator, Shannon Sweeney, David Drown Associates, and James Guler,
Moore engineering appeared before the Board. They came to discuss bonding for the Judicial
Ditch #11 main repair for Traverse and Wilkin counties. They had met with Salberg and
Monson earlier and they agreed that it made sense for Traverse County to bond for this project
as more of the benefit for the project is located in Traverse County. Sweeney explained how
the bonding works. The issue would be for approximately $2,565,133 at a rate of
approximately 2.34%. A drainage assessment would be applied to the property that is affected.
Guler explained that bidding would done around the end of March. Beyer explained that the
Landowners are being kept informed with meetings over the past 3-4 years and they have been
supportive of this project. The Board decided to table the approval of bonding for JD #11 until
the February 18 when they have a chance to look over the information and speak with Kit
Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer.

Law Enforcement Center
Sheriff Trevor Wright appeared before the Board. The January report was presented to the
Board with the jail usage at 63.37% for the month.

Wright presented the annual statistics for 2019. Traverse County Communications, calls for
service increased in 2019 by 283 calls. Deputy investigations from those calls increase in 2019
by 51. Traverse County Sheriff’s Office issued 184 citations in 2018 and 196 in 2019. Arrests



that lead to criminal complaints in 2018 was 84, that total grew to 149 arrests in 2019. The
Traverse County booked 232 inmates in 2018, the total for 2019 increased to 296.

The training for new 911 system is complete and in place. Currently looking into text paging for
all emergency services and how to intergrade it into our system.

Soil & Water
Sara Gronfeld appeared before the Board with a department update. Staff are currently
working on sending out letters to potential participants of the Cover Crop Demonstration Grant
and working on scheduling a workshop in March. The SWCD office has a position opening. The
application period is closed for the position and interviews are scheduled.

The Subsurface Sewage Treatment System (SSTS) upgrade grant didn’t fund any projects in
2019 and the County received more funds for 2020. Gronfeld will be working on revising low
income SSTS upgrade grant criteria and funding levels.

At the next meeting Gronfeld will bring a resolution to extend the current Local Water Plan
expiration date.

A weed management grant application was funded. The purpose of the grant is to scout and
treat Poison Hemlock and other invasive weeds. They received $50,000 over next 2 years for
Traverse & Wilkin Counties. Gronfeld will be bringing a memorandum of understanding for the
grant to next meeting.

All annual reports are complete for all grant funded programs.

Auditor/Treasurer
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer, appeared before the Board. The following resolution was
unanimously approved (4-0) upon a motion by Leininger and second by Monson:

TRAVERSE COUNTY BOARD RESOLUTION
BE IT RESOLVED, that all parcels of tax-forfeited land listed on the List of Tax-Forfeited land submitted to the
county Board on February 4, 2020; be classified as non-conservation land.

The questions was on the adoption of the resolution, and there were 4 YES and 0 NO votes.

Attest: Lisa Zahl
County Coordinator

County Coordinator
A motion was made by Monson to approve both the January 21, 2020 Board minutes, with a
second by Salberg, and approved unanimously (4-0). Upon a motion by Leininger and second
by Salberg, the following bills were approved unanimously (4-0):

ANDERSON LAW OFFICE, PA $2,480.00
ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA COUNTIES $2,235.00
BOIS DE SIOUX WATERSHED DISTRICT $30,933.50
HOMETOWN PLANNING $2,420.00

METRASENS INC $9,995.00



MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION $2,858.55

MN STATE AUDITOR $24,283.25
MORRIS ELECTRONICS $6,767.06
ONSOLVE, LLC $7,821.00
BOYER TRUCK PARTS $117,857.13
KRIS ENGINEERING, INC. $5,533.28
LITTLE FALLS MACHINE, INC. $2,859.11
TRAVERSE ELECTRIC COOP INC. $3,810.64
TWIN VALLEY TIRE WHEATON, INC. $5,620.80

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000 or less were 41, amounting to
$16,355.36.

The following resolution was approved unanimously (4-0) upon a motion by Salberg and second
by Monson:

COUNTY OF TRAVERSE
RESOLUTION 20-03

A RESOLUTION SETTING FEES AND CHARGES FOR 2020
IN THE COUNTY OF TRAVERSE, MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, Traverse County sets fees and charges on a periodic basis through a resolution its Board of
Commissioners;

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners reviews the County’s rates for fees and charges on an annual
basis;

WHEREAS, a review of these rates has been completed; and
WHEREAS, a resolution is needed to set fees and charges for the year 2020.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Traverse,
Minnesota, that the annual fee and charge schedule for the following categories in 2020 shall be set as follows:

1. All fees and charges previously in effect as of the date of the adoption of this resolution, as noted
on attached Exhibit A, shall remain in effect unless otherwise specifically modified by the
provisions of this resolution.

2. The fee for the construction of a new dwelling is hereby modified to $200.

3. The fee for the construction of a <400 Square Foot Building in an Agricultural Zone is hereby
modified to $25 per building, with a minimum fee of $50.

4. The fee for a fence in Shoreland is hereby modified to $50.

5. The fee for solar installations, non-commercial use on own property is hereby modified to $100
and for commercial use/distribution to grid is hereby modified to $500.

6. The fee for Wind Energy Conversion System (Wind Turbine) for commercial use (where primary
purpose is for distribution to grid) or where >100kW or total height >200" is hereby modified to
$500.



7. The fee for sign is hereby modified to $100.

8. The fee for special permitting fees, other is hereby modified to $300.

9. The fee for Re-Zoning is hereby modified to $300.

10. The fee for Property Line Adjustments was hereby added and set at $100.

11. The fee for Land Splits (not requiring a plat) was hereby added and set at $100.

12. All fees listed in attachment A are considered base fees. Where allowed by ordinance, additional

fees may be required when costs incurred by the County for consultant, contractor or other costs
exceed the base amount listed.

Adopted by the County Board of the County of Traverse on February 4, 2020.

TRAVERSE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Mark Gail, Board Chairman

ATTEST:

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator

Motion:
Seconded:
Vote:

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator, informed the Board that a Public Meeting for the revised
Tobacco ordinance will be scheduled for March 3, 2020.

Monson asked the rest of the Commissioners if they think there should be term limits for the
Traverse County Board of Commissioners. Gail mentioned that if someone wants to run against
them they can run. Leininger and Salberg do not think it is necessary to have term limits.

Gail adjourned the meeting at 9:54 a.m.

Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator Mark Gail, Board Chairman



