
 

Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board Meeting 

January 5, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order by Commission Chair Kevin Leininger. Other commissioners present 

included Dave Salberg, Thomas Monson Jr., Todd Johnson and Mark Gail. Auditor/Treasurer Kit Johnson 

was the acting clerk of the board for the meeting.  The pledge was recited. The agenda was approved 

unanimously with the additions of a MPCA County Feedlot Program Delegation Agreement Work Plan 

and the approval of the December 23rd special meeting minutes. 

Salberg made the motion to name the Gazette as the official newspaper.  The motion was seconded by 

Monson and approved unanimously. 

Committee delegations were discussed and it was decided to maintain the current delegations until next 

meeting. 

Monson made a motion to designate the first and third Tuesday of the month as the official board 

meeting dates at the same time they are currently held.  The motion was seconded by Johnson and 

approved unanimously. 

Monson made a motion to approve the December 15 and December 23rd minutes.  The motion was 

seconded by Salberg and approved unanimously. 

Johnson made a motion to delegate authority to the County Auditor/Treasurer to designate depositories 

for the county’s funds.  The motion was seconded by Monson and approved unanimously. 

Johnson made a motion to set the 2016 mileage rate at the IRS rate of 54 cents and follow the IRS rate 

in 2016 should it change.  The motion was seconded by Monson and approved unanimously. 

Monson made a motion to give the auditor/treasurer authority to pay smaller recurring bills outside of 

board approval in order to avoid late fees and similar circumstances that require timely payment.  The 

motion was seconded by Gail and approved unanimously. 

Salberg made a motion to pass a resolution regarding the definition of an employee as it pertains to 

work comp.  The motion was seconded by Monson and approved unanimously. 

   Resolution  

Definition of an Employee for Workers’ Compensation Laws per Minnesota Statute 176.011, subd.9 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Traverse does hereby resolve that, pursuant to the requirements of Minn. Stat. 

176.011, subd. 9 (6), that all officers of Traverse County who are elected or appointed to a regular term of office, or to 

complete the unexpired portion of a regular term, shall be included within the definition of “employee” as that term is defined 

in Minn. Stat. 176.011, subd. 9 for purposes of coverage under the Workers’ Compensation Laws of the State of Minnesota. 



 

It is further resolved that this resolution recognizes that the County of Traverse has in the past included said officials in all 

Workers’ Compensation reports and audits and that this resolution is intended to meet the statutory requirements and confirm 

an existing practice, not to establish a new practice. 

Further resolved, the Traverse County Board of Commissioners, for Traverse County, further resolves that pursuant to the 

requirements of Minn. Stat 176.011, subd. 9, all Traverse County Fair Board personnel who are elected, appointed, or voluntary 

in nature, shall be included within the definition of “employee” for the purposes of coverage under the Workers’ Compensation 

Laws of the State of Minnesota. 

__________________________________     _______________________ 
ATTEST:        Date 
 
_________________________________ 
County Coordinator 

Monson made a motion to approve the following bills, which was seconded by Johnson and approved 

unanimously: 

ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTIES 

  3,482.00 

Emergency Communications Network 
LLC 

  6,621.00 

MCCC, MI33   4,302.21 

MN COUNTIES 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL TRUST 

  61,417.00 

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA 

  16,882.50 

KRIS ENGINEERING, INC.   7,421.36 

M-R SIGN CO., INC.   9,052.25 

TRAVERSE COUNTY AUDITOR-
TREASURER 

  4,102.50 

Twin Valley Tire Wheaton, Inc.   3,709.08 

WHALEY EXCAVATING, INC.   3,930.00 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 48, amounting to $18,888.51. 

Monson made a motion to approve MCIT’s coverage of bonded officials.  The motion was seconded by 

Johnson and approved unanimously. 

Monson made a motion to approve the MPCA County Feedlot Program Delegation Agreement Work 

Plan.  The motion was seconded by Gail and approved unanimously. 

Larry Haukos – Engineer Haukos requested approval of leave of absence for Brian Koch.  Gail made the 

motion to approve the leave.  The motion was seconded by Salberg and approved unanimously.  Haukos 

requested approval of quotes for the purchase of a trailer for a generator, a gravel pup trailer, and a one 

way snow plow.  Gail made a motion to approve the purchases.   The motion was seconded by Monson 

and approved unanimously.  Haukos requested a letting date of March 1, 2016 at 10 am for a Bridge 

Replacement on CR 82, SAP 078-598-031.  Salberg made a motion to approve the letting.  The motion 

was seconded by Monson and approved unanimously.  Haukos requested a letting date of March 15, at 

10 am for Bituminous Blade Level and Overlay, Shouldering and Guard Rails, SAP 078-604-023.  Monson 

made a motion to approve the letting.  The motion was seconded by Gail and approved unanimously.  

Haukos discussed his 2016 budget an upcoming projects. 



 

Dustin Kindelberger – VSO Kindelberger discussed the 2015 activities in the Veteran Service Office, his 

2015 duties administering the Solid Waste programs of the county, and his 2015 duties administering 

the Safety program of the county. 

Commissioner Salberg made a motion to add Lisa Siegel to the personnel committee.  The motion was 

seconded by Johnson and passed unanimously. 

Trevor Wright – Sheriff Wright distributed a new fee schedule to the board.  Wright explained the 

schedule better reflects the going rates for the various fees.  Monson made a motion to approve the 

schedule as written.    The motion was seconded by Johnson and approved unanimously.  Wright 

presented the Browns Valley contract as approved by the Browns Valley city council for approval.  

Johnson made a motion to approve the contract as written.   The motion was seconded by Monson and 

approved unanimously.  Wright discussed an offer made to Jeff Conrad for employment as a deputy 

sheriff. 

Leininger adjourned the meeting.  

Attested to by: 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Kit Johnson/Auditor/Treasurer    Kevin Leininger/Board Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attested to by 

_______________________________  _____________________________ 

Kit Johnson/County Auditor-Treasurer  Kevin Leininger/Board Chair 

 


