
 

Traverse County Commission 
Regular Board Meeting 

January 21, 2020 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Commission Chair Mark Gail. Other 
commissioners present included Dave Salberg, Tom Monson, Kevin Leininger, and Todd 
Johnson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Upon a motion by Salberg and second by T. 
Johnson, the agenda was approved unanimously.                                            
  

Highway Department 
Chad Gillespie, County Engineer, appeared before the Board.   
 

The following resolution was approved unanimously upon a motion by Monson, second by 
Leininger: 

RESOLUTION 
For Five Year Bridge Program 2020 thru 2025 

 
WHEREAS, Traverse County has reviewed the pertinent data on bridges requiring replacement, rehabilitation, or removal, 
supplied by local citizenry and local units of government, and 
 
WHEREAS, Traverse County has identified those bridges that are high priority and that require replacement, rehabilitation, or 
removal within the next five years; 
 
NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following deficient bridges are high priority and Traverse County intends to replace, 
rehabilitate, or remove these bridges as soon as possible when funds are available, 
 

Old Bridge 
Number 

Road Number 
or Name 

Total Project 
Cost 

Township or 
State Bridge 
Funds 

Federal 
Funds 

Local or State Aid  
Funds 

Proposed 
Construction 
Year 

78J21 CSAH 16 $296,270 $143,635  $152,635 2020 

L9132 600
th

 St $137,280 $121,280  $16,000 2022 

7116 CSAH 6 $167,280 $75,640  $91,640 2022 

7114 CSAH 6 $167,280 $75,640  $91,640 2022 

7115 CSAH 6 $167,280 $75,640  $91,640 2022 

89677 CR 87 $866,807 $758,587  $108,220 2024 

89658 CR 76 $892,812 $781,345  $111,467 2025 

 
FURTHERMORE, Traverse County does hereby request authorization to replace, rehabilitate, or remove such bridges; and 
 
FURTHERMORE, Traverse County does hereby request financial assistance with eligible approach grading and engineering costs 
on township bridges, as provided by law. 
 
Approved By: ________________________________        ______________ 
  Chair, County Board of Commissioners Date 
 
Attest:  ________________________________        ______________ 
  County Coordinator    Date 
 

Certification 
I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly passed, adopted, and approved by the Traverse 
County Board. 
 
  ________________________________        ______________ 
  County Auditor    Date 



 

Otter Electric is going to come down again this year to check the solar lights on County Road 9.  
Last year they were under warranty, this year they won’t be.  OtterTail County is having similar 
issues with 2 of their lights. 

 
West Central Minnesota Community Action 

Heather Molesworth, Family & Community Services Director and Missy Becker-Cook, Chief 
Executive Officer, appeared before the Board to discuss the Region 4 Regional Transportation 
Coordinating Council (R4RTCC).  The R4RTCC consists of stake holders interested in improving 
mobility for “transportation disadvantaged” – older adults, individuals with disabilities, 
individuals with low income, and/or military veterans.  All the Regional Transportation 
Coordinating Council’s (RTCC) throughout the State will be responsible for coordinating 
transportation services through a network of existing public, private, and nonprofit 
transportation providers.  Molesworth meet with all the Social Services Supervisors to discuss 
Traverse County’s need for transportation.  Currently there is no financial obligation to be a 
part of the R4RTCC, in the future there may be a financial obligation to operate the R4RTCC as a 
“one-call, one-click” center.  This is a service where people can call one number or search one 
website to receive information about all transportation services available in the community.      
 

Planning & Zoning 
Ben Oleson, Zoning Administrator appeared by phone.  Oleson and the Board went over the 
2020 Fee Schedule and changes were discussed.   A resolution with all the changes will be 
brought to the Board next meeting for approval.     
 

Horizon Public Health 
Amy Rieneke, Horizon Public Health, and Chere Rikimoto, T-21 initiative, appeared before the 
Board to discuss the e-cigarette epidemic and the changes with the Federal T-21 law.  The 
federal government can set the legal age but they do not set how to conduct compliance checks 
and how this will be enforced.  Counties and Cities need to put processes into place through 
their tobacco ordinance.  When updating the ordinance for the T-21 this would be a good time 
to look at restricting flavoring and e-cigarettes as well.  County Attorney, Matt Franzese, will get 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator, the updated ordinance for review by the Board.       
 

Recorder 
LeAnn Peyton, Recorder, and Jody Hofer, Deputy Recorder, appeared before the Board.  
Currently there is no state statue allowing us to amend a marriage certificate.  They have run 
across a few with incorrect spellings of names.  Right now, the person with the incorrect 
spelling would need to get a court order for a spelling change.  The example that was brought 
to their attention was from 1973 and it isn’t clear if it was the employee’s fault or the 
customers fault.  T. Johnson made a motion to allow the Recorders office to be able to do an 
amendment for simple spelling changes without a court order or a fee, second by Monson and 
approved unanimously.    
 

Auditor/Treasurer 
Kit Johnson, Auditor/Treasurer, appeared before the Board and gave a department update.   



 

The Wheaton School District final levy was higher than their proposed levy; someone at the 
Department of Education made a mistake and didn’t include their OPEB (Other Post-
Employment Benefits).  The Commissioner of Education has signed off on this increase.   
 

Auditor/Treasurer office had software training for the new election equipment.    
 

Two out of the four Minnesota parties dropped out of the election, Grassroots-Legalize 
Cannabis Party and Legal Marijuana Now Party.  Absentee voting started last Friday.   
 

The office is currently working on end of year reporting and starting audit preparation.   
 

County Coordinator 
A motion was made by Salberg to approve the January 7, 2020, Board minutes, second by 
Monson, the minutes were approved unanimously.  Upon a motion by Leininger and second by 
Monson, the following bills were approved unanimously: 
 

CARDMEMBER SERVICES   $2,660.31 

COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY   $9,241.51 

GAZETTE PUBLISHING CO.   $3,844.06 

HORMANN/MARK   $2,000.00 

MN COUNTIES INTERGOVERNMENTAL TR   $62,666.00 

MORRIS ELECTRONICS   $39,104.00 

OTTERTAIL POWER CO   $2,193.15 

PRO-WEST & ASSOCIATES, INC.   $3,685.00 

TRAVERSE COUNTY SOIL & WATER SERV   $30,933.50 

WELLS FARGO CORPORATE TRUST SERVICES   $200,642.50 

WEST CENTRAL REGIONAL JUVENILE CTR   $2,715.00 

COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY   $2,230.58 

DLT SOLUTIONS, INC.   $3,238.42 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL   $2,746.38 

L&S GRAFIX   $2,454.00 

MCIT   $66,693.54 

TRI COUNTY COOP   $9,757.90 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2,000.00 or less were 64, amounting to 
$28,821.84.   
 

Upon a motion by Monson, second by Salberg and approved unanimously the 2020 Committee 
list was updated to remove the West Central Initiative Transportation Committee and for the 
West Central Initiative Area Transportation Partnership, T. Johnson will be the delegate with 
Gail being the alternate.     
 

Lynn Siegel, Emergency Manger appeared before the Board, she just received the EMPG grant 
by email and it needs to be approved by January 31, 2020.  Upon a motion by Leininger and 
second by Salberg the EMPG grand in the amount of $15,320.00 was approved unanimously.     
 

Zahl went over general updates that included information about the 2020 Red River Basin 
Drainage Conference, the Minnesota Campaign Finance Board Certification that is due by 
January 27, 2020 and Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust is looking for a 
representative.     
 



 

Monson brought up that the Governor did not recommend Traverse County Courthouse in his 
bonding proposal that he submitted.  Monson would like to work with Morton Building to get a 
second quote on the courthouse.  Monson said that it wouldn’t cost anything; the general 
consensus was to go ahead if it is free.   
 

 
Gail adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m. 
 
 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Lisa Zahl, County Coordinator   Mark Gail, Board Chairman         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


